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PROCEEDI NGS
MR. DAVIS: W’'Ill call to order the New
Castle County Historic Review Board public hearing of
July 20, 2021. It is 5:02. W'IIl start with roll
call. Betsy, if you wll?

HATCH: M. Johns.

MR. JOHNS: |’ m here.
HATCH: Ms. Anderson is absent.

Ms. Sil ber.

MS. SILBER:  Here.

M5. HATCH: M. Zahral ddi n.

MR. ZAHRALDDI N:  Present.

M5. HATCH: M. Davis.

MR. DAVIS: Present.

HATCH: And M. Patel shoul d be
rejoining us as a panelist here. Oay. M. Patel,
we're just taking roll call, so if you could nake sure

t hat your video and your mc work, that would be

gr eat .
PATEL: Can you hear nme now?
DAVI S:  Yes.
HATCH: Yes.

PATEL: Thank you.

> 3 D D

HATCH: AIl right.
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MR. DAVIS: Geat. On to rules of
or der.

MS. HATCH. Al right. This is a
public hearing conducted by the New Castle County
Hi storic Review Board. The purpose of these hearings
is to conpile a record of relevant infornmation
regardi ng each application and how t he proposed
projects affect the county’s historic resources. To
make the nost efficient use of tinme at this hearing,
the follow ng rules of order are established.

Foll om ng the readi ng of each agenda
Item the applicant and their representatives wll
make a presentation not to exceed a total of 15
m nutes. Board nenbers may ask questions of the
applicant at the conclusion of the presentation. The
public will then be invited to speak in the follow ng
order: one, those who wish to speak in favor, two,

t hose who wi sh to speak in opposition, and three,
t hose who wish to offer general coments.

Speakers are encouraged to be brief and
to focus their remarks on historic issues. So that
everyone has had an opportunity to be heard, all
speakers are |limted to five mnutes. Any speaker may

ask the board to hold the record open for submttal of
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witten testinmony if the tine limt is not sufficient
for their needs.

Speakers are not permtted to debate
t he applicant but may ask questions that the applicant
may choose to answer during his or her rebuttal period
at the close of the public comment period.

Al testinony is recorded and
transcri bed, therefore, all speakers nust cone forward
to the table one at a time and state their nane,
address, and organization affiliation, if any, before
offering comments. Random comments from the audi ence
w ||l not be recognized and the public is asked to
respect the applicant’s right to an orderly hearing.

No recomendati ons or decisions wll be
made by the Historic Review Board at these hearings
today. The board will evaluate the information,
testinony, and coments received here at a public
busi ness neeting to be held the first Tuesday of next
nont h.

MR. DAVIS: Geat. Thank you. On to
ol d business. W have one item

M5. HATCH: We do, uh-huh. So under
ol d busi ness, Shane, if you can go to the next slide,

I's application 2021-0109-H 201 Reybol d Road (MR
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PATRI CK: 11-014.40-144.). This is the north side of
Reybol d Road 2,500 feet east of the intersection with
Sunset Lake Road. This is in Pencader Hundred. This
Is denplition permt to denolish historic outbuildings
that were a part of the Reybold Agricultural Conplex
with associ ated m nor subdivision and the proposed
deed restrictions. The associated m nor subdivision
plan is application 2020-0051-S. It is ST zoning,
council district 11.

And Shane, if you could just go to the
next slide for me? And just to give the board just
background, the board had recomended conditi onal
approval of the subdivision plan at a previous neeting
and before the board tonight are the proposed deed
restrictions for the lot 211 for consideration. So
with that, | will pronote the applicant. So Chris
Duke from Becker Morgan should be on the line. Chris,

are you there?

MR. DUKE: | am here. Can you guys
hear nme okay?

MS. HATCH: Yes.

MR. DAVIS:. W can hear you, yep.

MR. DUKE: All right. Very good.

MR. DAVIS: Wl cone.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 6

MR. DUKE: Thank you. Betsy, is it
okay if | share ny screen just to go over a quick
exhi bit for discussion? All right.

M5. HATCH. Sure. Shane, if you can
stop sharing your screen and -- for the nonent.

MR. DUKE: All right. Very good.
Thank you. Can you guys see my screen now?

MR. DAVIS: Not yet.

M5. HATCH. Not yet. Sonetinmes it
t akes a m nute.

MR. DUKE: Got you. All right. How s

t hat ?

MR. DAVIS. Yep.

MR. DUKE: Very good. All right.
Thank you.

M5. HATCH: |’'d just like to add for

the record that Ms. Anderson has joined us.
MR. DAVIS: Ckay. Geat. Thank you.
MR. DUKE: All right. So thanks. So
as Ms. Hatch summari zed before, 201 Reybold Road is
part of our m nor subdivision plan we had proposed
demolition of a few outbuildings that the board
conditionally approved back in March, | believe, and

as part of that we were asked to conme back and present
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means of preserving the existing dwellings on what
we're calling ot 211. That is the parcel on your
screen as outlined in green.

These buil dings are proposed to renmin,
and we are acceptable to proposing deed restrictions
for this lot to one, limt the uses to strictly
residential uses and purposes, and two, that neither
of the dwellings presently |located on the | ot as shown
on the plan would be voluntarily denolished other than
as may be required by governnmental authority or as nmay
become necessary to renove unsafe inprovenents
follow ng casualty, damage, or destruction.

So we submt that to the board as our
means for preserving the structures and happy to
answer any questions that they may have.

MR. DAVIS: Geat. Thank you.
Questions fromthe board? And I'mnot sure if | can
see everybody, Betsy, so | don't k now if --

M5. HATCH: Ms. Anderson has her hand
rai sed.

MR. DAVIS: Ckay. All right. Ms.

Ander son.
MS5. ANDERSON: Yes. So let ne just get

to my note. Just confirmng that the informtion
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we're reviewng is the restriction that they are
presenting; is that correct? Ckay.
MS. HATCH: Yes, yes.
DAVI S:  Yes.
HATCH. That is correct.

20 3

DAVIS: Yeah, | believe that the
deed --

MS. ANDERSON: (Okay, so --

MR. DAVIS: ~-- restriction that we
received is for the lot in green there.

M5. ANDERSON: Right. So | went

through, and | read it. So itens one and two and |
guess ny question is, | had two itens that | wanted to
know i f they would be willing to include on that

restriction. So subject also to the perpetual
restriction that they have item one, they have item
two, and then -- and |I'’m not saying that this is the
exact |anguage, but | would propose that they add any
new structures on the property shall preserve historic
materials, features, and special relationships that
characterize the building and property. And | would
propose that they add an itemthree, the building and
property nust be maintained in sound structural

condition and good state of repair. And | propose
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that they add an item four, changes that are

i nconsistent with this historic character are

prohi bited. The entire building and property’s

hi storic character will protected and preserved as
close to the original appearance and conposition as is
reasonabl y possi bl e.

MR. DUKE: Yes. So thank you, Ms.

Anderson, | was trying to wite as fast as | could to
keep up with the suggested notes. | don’t think we’l
have any problemw th incorporating that. M. Hatch,

If you want to send ne the specific | anguage, we can
update it and send it back if that's the appropriate
way to do it, but you know, pending our review of just
t he specific | anguage of it, fromwhat | was able to
j ot down quickly and understand on the fly there, |
don’t think we have any issue with incorporating those
extra itens.

MS. ANDERSON: Ckay. And | nean, |I’'m
not sure how the final verbiage actually ends up.
That woul d be sonething that, you know, you guys would
hash out with your |egal team and the devel oper and
everything, owners. But if those one, two, three --
three itens could be considered and incor porat ed.

Ot her than that, | thought that the restriction, the
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deed restriction was fine. Thank you.

MR. DAVIS: Betsy.

M5. HATCH. | just wanted to confirm
So basically it sounds |ike Ms. Anderson is asking if
the applicant is anmenable to having sone | anguage that
addressed, you know, the character of any new
structures or changes to the structures as well as
mai nt enance. So | just wanted to firmup, | can talk
with the applicant about those different aspects.

MS. ANDERSON: Yes, yes, those were the
three itens, new structures, nmintenance, and
consi stence -- that inconsistent changes with historic
character would not be sonething that woul d be
pursued, sonething like that. And I can -- |I'll send
this over and then you can take it and use it however
I s best, Betsy.

MR. DUKE: Yeah, that sounds good.
Like | said, we can wordsm th as needed, but on
general principle, | think we are accepting of each of
those three itens.

M5. HATCH. Ckay. |’m not seeing any
ot her board nenbers hands rai sed.

MR. DAVIS: No further questions for

t he applicant?
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>

HATCH: AlIl right.

3

DAVIS: Geat. Okay. WlIl, thank
you.

MS. HATCH: Thanks.

MR. DUKE: All right. | will stop
sharing so soneone el se can.

M5. HATCH. Thanks. All right. Shane,
if you could reshare the screen and we’ll pull up the
public testinony instruction side. There we go. All
right.

MR. DAVIS:. W’ || give everyone a
mnute to read the directions on the screen there.

M5. HATCH. All right. W do have one,
Counci |l man Durhamis on the |ine, and she has
coment s. So Counci |l woman Durham | just made it
possi ble for you to address the board.

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Thank you so
much. | hope you can hear ne.

MR. DAVIS: Yes. Welcone.

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Okay. Thanks.
Good afternoon, everyone. How are you? | just,
guess | have a comment. | -- this proposal doesn’t
| ook famliar to ne, so | nust have m ssed whenever

they were first before you | guess you said back in
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Mar ch.

But | guess |I’'mjust wondering, for the
deed restriction | anguage that’'s being discussed,
would it not -- and maybe you’ ve al ready di scussed
this, I don’t know, but wouldn’t a historic overlay
zone acconplish pretty much all of that with the added
benefit that it would be -- we know for sure that it
woul d get, you know, at |east a wi ndshield survey
every year to nake sure it’s being followed as opposed
to deed restrictions.

You know, nothing agai nst deed
restrictions, but you know, sonetines they sort of get
forgotten about and don’'t -- they don’t have regul ar
I nspections. So | guess |I'’m just wondering, you know,
I f maybe if the applicant woul d consider a historic
overlay zone and it would basically acconplish, it
seens to ne, a lot of or all of the deed restrictions
bei ng contenplated. So that's ny only thought and
t hank you.

MR. DAVIS. Yes. Thank you. Betsy.

M5. HATCH. | just -- and | just wanted
to clarify that we did actually as part of the | ast
nmeetings in March, the departnent’s recommendati on was

either that deed restrictions be pursued or historic
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overlays remain. So we have been in session with the
applicant, and they voiced their preference to deed
restrictions.

MR. DAVIS: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. HATCH. Shane, if you can go back
one nore. All right. | don't -- let’s see here.
Counci | wman Durham are you -- your hand is stil
rai sed. Were you --

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Sorry. | --

MS. HATCH: No worri es.

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  -- don’t know how
to un -- there we go. That do it?

M5. HATCH. Yep, yep. No worries.

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Sorry about that.

M5. HATCH: No worries. Thanks. All
right. | don’t see any other hands raised. All
ri ght.

MR. DAVIS: Al right. Then on to new
busi ness.

M5. HATCH. Al right. Al right. So
our first application under new business, Shane, if
you can go to the next slide. Oh, goodness. Ckay.
|’ msorry, that was -- this is an updated slide. This

has the wong picture on it and that’'s nmy apol ogi es.
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| will read. We do have updated pictures on upconi ng
sl i des.

But under application it’s 2021-0375-H.
This is 563 Walther Road (TP 09-041.00-005.) This is
t he east side of Walther Road, 1,200 feet north of
Pierce Run. Wite Clay Creek Hundred. M nor |and
devel opnent plan including the subdivision of the
Stewart House which was constructed circa 1780 and
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
The associ ated m nor subdivision plan is 2021-0220-S.
This is S Zoning in Council District 11.

And again, just please disregard this
phot o because that’s not the correct photo. And I
wll pronmote M ke Hoffrman who is the attorney for the
project. Shane, you can go to the next slide, or
M ke, | did include your PowerPoint presentation so
you can share your screen or if you' d like us to
advance the slides, just |let us know.

MR. HOFFMAN: Excellent. Good
afternoon, Betsy, M. Chairman, nenbers of the board.
M chael Hof f man of Tarabi cos, G osso, and Hoffnman here
this evening on behalf of the applicant. | would
actually, if I can share ny screen, that wll be

easiest so | can point things out as well.
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Before I do that, | do want to make a
few introductions. W are here today on behalf of the
owner and applicant of the property at 563 Walther
Road. The owner is the Charles A Walther Junior
Trust. M. Walther’s children Chuck and Lisa, Chuck
Wal t her and Lisa Andrews are with us here this
eveni ng.

We also virtually have Scott Parker of
Duffield Engineers -- Duffield Associates and they are
the civil engineers for this proposed m nor
subdi vi si on. Cam W1l son is ny associate, and he is

wth us here this evening as well.

Let me share ny screen. | do have a
brief presentation. | think |I can do it this way.
Can you all see the PowerPoint? Excellent. |’'m

seei ng head nods. Excellent. W’'re here tonight
seeking a positive recommendation fromthe Hi storic
Revi ew Board supporting the proposed subdivision of an
approximately 45 acre lot into three separate |ots.

| want to enphasize that there is no
devel opnent bei ng proposed in connection with this
pendi ng plan. The buildings that you see on the site
today are what are proposed to remain through this

m nor subdivision plan. A little bit of housekeepi ng,
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| should note the Board should have received a letter
dated July 6th of this year from nme contai ning

suppl emental information. That should be in the
record.

But briefly here, the subject
application, the subject property is a |ongstanding
nonconf orm ng comercial industrial use and as such it
is permtted to continue as it has for the past
several decades. The purpose of the pending plan is
to update the existing record plan for the property to
docunent site features and structures that were
constructed after 1992.

This is nostly to put it sinply, an
exercise in docunenting existing conditions. But part
of docunenting those existing conditions is an effort
to separate the long existing conmmercial industrial
uses fromexisting residential structures by creating
t hese separate | egal |ots.

One of those residential structures is
t he Janmes Stewart Junior House which was placed on the
Nati onal Register of Historic Places in 1983 and it is
that Janmes Stewart Junior house that is the reason we
are in front of this board tonight for an otherw se

si npl e m nor subdivision plan.
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As | nmentioned, the property itself is
approximately 45 acres. It’s known as 563 Walt her
Road. The property is |ocated on the east side of
Wal ther Road. It is to the south of O d Baltinore
Pi ke north of Route 40 -- both O d Baltinore Pike and
Route 40 Pul aski Hi ghway are not on the screen here.

The property itself is zoned as
suburban and no rezoning is proposed as part of this
plan. As | nentioned, the property is a |ongstandi ng
commercial and industrial use, soit’s allowed to
continue as a commercial and industrial use as a
nonconform ng use.

The businesses that operate on the site
I ncl ude an under ground pi pe restoration conpany and a
basenent restoration waterproofing conpany. The
property itself as you see on the screen here is
surrounded by a variety of different uses. There are
residential comunity, single famly honmes, townhones,
and apartnents, an elenentary school, and a concrete
supplier that’s bare materials, bare concrete directly
adj acent to the south.

The plan that is pending proposes to
update the existing record plan by docunenting al

site features and structures, again as | nentioned,
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that were constructed after 1992 and agai n notably
there is no new GFA proposed as part of this plan.
The buil di ngs you see on the plan are the buil dings
t hat exist here today. They will renain.

The plan, however, does propose to
reduce some inpervious coverage and introduce
| andscapi ng and ot her inprovenents to bring the
property closer to, not further from conpliance with
the UDC. The pending plan also proposes to subdivide
the property into three lots. One lot will be
dedi cated to the comerci al uses and then you w ||
have two lots for the two residential structures
I ncluding the Janes Stewart House which is what | am
circling on the screen here.

We do require several variances to
support the new lots. Notably these variances, |
believe all but variance eight are related to the
I ntroduction of parcel lines. So by introducing those
parcel lines, creating the need for variances, this is
one residential lot, this is the other residential
| ot, and you see the bal ance.

Vari ance nunber eight here is
converting gravel pavenent to asphalt to help create

sone desi gnated parking. Aside from variance eight,
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these are all related to the introduction of | ot
lines. But inmportant, by introducing these |ot |ines,
separating the residential uses, we are able to place
the Janmes Stewart House on its own desi gnated
residential |ot which we believe is inportant.
Alittle bit of background for the
James Stewart House. |It'’s a 2.5 story brick dwelling
estimted to have been built, as Betsy said, in or
around 1780 by Janmes Stewart. |It’s conposed of two
wel | defined sections that were constructed as one
unit. The structure itself consists of a gable roof
attic wwth linked stucco interior chimey at the west
end. Sorry about that. This is the chimey. The
facade elevation is laid in Flem sh bond and there is
a full raised basement with rubble stone foundation.
Qur understanding is that Janmes Stewart
lived in the house with his famly along with a few
ot her people, likely household staff or tenants when
the structure was first constructed. Over time, as
t hese pictures show, you can see the honme has renained
generally well preserved and upon information and
belief, there have been no major nodifications. There
have been sonme m nor nodifications. But it should go

w t hout saying that we are not proposing denolition or
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alteration of this structure. The structure is
remai ning on the lot that is being proposed.

W will be incorporating new
| andscaping to create sonme | andscapi ng buffers between
the historic lot and the comrercial industrial |ot
i ncl udi ng screening added to the rear of the honme
where a |l arge, grassed area can accommpdate a new
canopy tree, sone understory tree and shrubs in this
area that I'mcircling on the screen.

There will al so be another understory
tree incorporated on the side of the house as well as
| andscapi ng. You can see the | andscapi ng buffer that
IS being proposed to separate the commerci al
I ndustrial use fromthe James Stewart House which
woul d be this lot. This is the other residential |ot
and then you see the commercial industrial |ot.

So as the Board can appreciate, we
submt that the intent of the code is certainly not
underm ned by this plan. The applicant is preserving
t he Janmes Stewart Junior House. No physical changes
or devel opnent is proposed on the site except for the
m nor inmprovenents that will actually increase the
aesthetic and conpliance with the UDC, so we submt

that it is as proposed consistent with the UDC, nerits
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a positive recomendation. But | am happy to answer
any questions that the board may have.

MR. DAVIS: Thank you. Questions from
t he board?

MS. HATCH:. Ms. Anderson has her hand
rai sed.

MR. DAVIS: Ms. Anderson.

M5. ANDERSON: Yes. M question was
why the .45 acres instead of the .75 which is
recommended by the National Hi storic Nonm nation?
believe that it was stated that .75 acres, the overall
property were considered affiliated with the historic
dwel ling due to the surrounding intrusive el enents.

So why is that being reduced to .45?

MR. HOFFMAN: Certainly. And if | can
share ny screen, | can point out exactly where those
boundaries are. So sorry, Betsy. Actually, yeah,
Betsy, if you want to go to the last slide, that can
hel p where it shows the -- this will work. Actually,
If | can share ny screen it’s probably easier so | can
-- if | can point it out, Ms. Anderson’s question.
Okay.

So here we have the col or rendering.

You can see this is proposed |lot one, this is proposed
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| ot two. The historic register, it wasn’t so nuch,

Ms. Anderson, that the full .75 acre was contributing,
but it was limted to .75 acre because of what the
register called the intrusive elenents. The intrusive
el enments, of course, being the comrercial industrial
use that had been | ong existing on the site.

So if you actually mapped out, and |
think in the register they have a cross hatching that
shows this. It is actually this whole, this piece
right here that they had included in the register
which includes this structure right here. So what we
are -- the reason why we are separating it so that
this structure has its own separate residential |ot,
but this is what the register identifies .75 acres,

t he reason we put the line here is to have those two

separate | ots.

MS. ANDERSON: Thank you.
MR. HOFFMAN:.  Sure.
M5. HATCH. |'m not seeing any nore

hands rai sed.

MR. DAVIS: Ckay. M. Johns?

M5. HATCH. Sorry, Betsy, | thought I
saw Steve had his hand rai sed.

M5. HATCH. No worries. You re quicker
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than I am Yeah, no, no worries.

MR. JOHNS: |1'd just like to confirm
that the second house is not contributing to the
historic nature of the Janmes Stewart House?

MR. HOFFMAN: That's correct, M.

Johns.

MR. JOHNS: Ckay.

M5. HATCH. Al right. Al right. So
we can nove -- | don’t see any nore hands raised from

t he board nenbers.

MR. DAVIS. Okay. So we’'ll nove to

public comment. | guess we’'ll nmake a call for those
I n favor.

M5. HATCH. |’ m not seeing any hands
rai sed.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. We'll call for
public comment in opposition.

M5. HATCH. | am not seeing any hands
rai sed.

MR. DAVIS: COkay. Any general comments
fromthe public?

M5. HATCH. | am not seeing any hands
rai sed.

MR. DAVIS: Ckay. Thank you.
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M5. HATCH. Okay. So our | ast
appl i cati on under new busi ness this evening is 2021-
0376-H, 23 East Main Street. This is TP 09-
030. 00.048. This is the west corner of the
I ntersection between East Main Street and O d Kings
Hi ghway. White Clay Creek Hundred. This is a
denolition permt of a dwelling and a garage that are
contributing buildings within the Christiana Historic
District, which is on the National Register of
Hi storic Places, NC5 Council District One. I will
pronote Ed and Gary. Let’'s see here. Applicants, and
just -- let’s see here. Yeah, okay, all right. Ed
and Gary, you both should be on the Iine.

MR. | DE: Good eveni ng, everyone, can
you hear ne? This is Ed Ide.

MR. DAVIS: We can hear you. Welcone.

MR. IDE: Gary, are you on the |ine,
Gary? Hi, Gary, are you on?

GARY: All right. There we go. How we

doi ng, guys?

MR. IDE: There you are. Okay. W
nanme is Ed Ide, I"'mthe president of i3a. |I'ma civil
engineer. |’malso the project manager for the

Christiana Fire Departnment. W' re in the process of
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finishing up the large building on East Baltinore, or
excuse me, O d Baltinore Pike and East Main Street.

The fire conpany recently purchased 23
East Main Street with the intention to denolish the
buil di ng due to a couple of different reasons and then
ultimately to construct a green space to beautify the
corner there. Gary, if you could bring up, and Betsy,
if it’s okay for Gary to put the small presentation
t hat we have on?

MS. HATCH: Sure. You should be able
to share your screen.

MR. IDE: All right. Thank you. So
the first slide kind of shows the existing building
which is 17 East Main Street. That is the new
substation so to speak that we built for the fire
conpany with the two trailers adjacent to that and
then just to the east of that project is 23 East Min.
It has the two story house with the existing garage in
the back. That is situated at the corner of East Miin
and Kings Hi ghway as Ms. Hatch had just suggested.
Gary, if you can go to the next one, please.

So this is |ooking west as you cone up
East Main Street. |It’s kind of the first thing you

see as you round the corner. This photo actually was
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a photograph taken from Google Maps | think sonme tine
ago because it has the old station in the picture. It
used to have white alum num siding and then of course
the tree overgrown that you can see in the front. |If
you go to the next one, Gary.

This is another view of that house.

Next one. This is a shot taken from Ki ngs Hi ghway

| ooki ng south. Next one. And then so when the owners
made an agreenment with the fire conpany to purchase
the property back in August, August of |ast year, they
commenced with renoving the alum num siding on the
buil ding. So what was left below that was a -- an
asphalt shingle that was placed on the structure
previously and that’s a netal, a tin netal roof that’s
been rusted. On to the next one, Gary.

These are sone current pictures of the
exi sting house. As the report had read that the house
has been in disrepair for quite sone tine, the fire
conpany purchased it again for reasons that |'11 get
into just in a mnute, but as you can see here on the
north side of the building, the wall is kind of
bul gi ng out.

We went through and boarded up the

| ower |levels, the | ower wi ndows, that is, and recently
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perform an asbestos abatenment within the facility. No
real significant architectural details, noldings,
trinms, or anything like that on the exterior facade.

| don’t know if they were renoved in the past or what,
but they' re basically alum numsoffits, al um num
facias on the structure now. Go ahead and go through
it, Gary.

Anot her vi ew, again, another picture.
Go back one. There you go. So this is after the
el ectric conpany renoved the nmeter. You can see the
deterioration of the asphalt siding. Go ahead, Gary.

This i s another shot of the north side
showi ng the bul ging wi ndow or the bul ging wall.

Exi sting wi ndows have been renoved due to the asbestos
caulk. On the right hand side you can see a hole
which is down in the foundation. A portion of the
structure has a crawl space, another small portion of
It has a block foundation. Go ahead, Gary.

A lot of deterioration and rot with the
exi sting wood. This is the condition of the house
when the previous honmeowner |eft on May 1st. Go
ahead, Gary. Go ahead. Again, just pictures of --
we' Il get to the inside shots. O, actually right in

the center if you go back to that one. Wen get into
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-- go back one shot, Gary. Show themthe holly tree.
Gary, can you go back one shot?

GARY: 1'’mon the --

MR. |IDE: Just the center tree there,
that is sonething the fire conpany wants to preserve.
It’s a nice holly tree, a very mature tree. They want
to basically trimthat up and place grass and then in
the future devel op a pocket park as a nmenorial to the
Village of Christiana. Go ahead, Gary, if you would
just advance. Again, nore deterioration. Go ahead.

So this is a picture taken, again, this
was actually the norning that the -- or the afternoon
that the tenants or honmeowners had left. This is a
pi cture of the kitchen. No ceilings, there is no
runni ng water in the house. No trins of significant
val ue. Go ahead, Gary, to the next one. Picture of a
bedroom this a picture of the bathroom The only
significant pieces that we found in there is the claw
tub and back in the kitchen there was a sink.

For the nost part, plywood floors that
are bare, drywalled walls that are kind of half
finished. Go through to the next one, Gary. There
are sonme nore pictures of what the existing condition

was when we went in. this is the condition of the
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space now as it currently sits. Go ahead, Gary. o
ahead. Go ahead. Go ahead, Gary. Go ahead. Go
ahead. Again, go ahead. Sorry to bore you with these
pi ctures, I'mjust trying to denonstrate the condition
that the owners left it fromthe fire conpany. Go
ahead, Gary. And that was the | ast picture.

So when -- and just to kind of give
again sone history here, the owners had tal ked to the
fire conpany. Well, actually, the fire conpany
approached them in August of |ast year, made an
agreenent to sell the property to the fire conpany
which the fire conpany did pay for. The tenant asked
and, you know, to have until this past April to nove
their itenms. They requested another extension until
May which the fire conpany graciously gave and then on
May 1st the fire conpany took ownership of that.

These are sone items that were |eft
outside that the owner had asked for on May 1st and
these are still the itens that are still sitting
there. The owner or the fire conpany had given them
opportunity to renove that. The -- again, the
structure as it sits right now, we kind of feel that
it’s unsafe. We boarded the w ndows on the front.

We’ ve done an asbestos abatenent project; the project
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has been cleared. W' ve also submtted docunentation
to New Castle County for a denolition permt and we're
here at this juncture now seeking, you know, positive
endorsenent to be able to renove the buildings from
the site. That’'s all | have.

MR. DAVIS: Thank you.

MR. | DE: You' re wel cone.

MR. DAVIS. Questions fromthe board?
Ms. Sil ber.

MS. Sl LBER: Hi. Yes, thank you so
much for your presentation and | know that the fire
conpany has been before the board many tines, so you
know, every tinme we’'ve learned a little nore about the
hi story of Christiana, so thank you for this.

MR. IDE: You' re wel cone.

M5. SILBER: It’'s very obvious that
this house is in conplete disrepair, but |I have a
coupl e of questions.

MR. | DE: Yes?

M5. SILBER: Not in regard to the
denolition because the house is, you know, in very
poor shape. But this corner of Christiana Village is
qui te unusual because there’'s always been a little

di screpancy. You know, |’ve noticed in sone of the
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docunentation the date of this house is | think kind
of been proposed as around early 20th Century,
sonewher e around, you know, 1925 or perhaps earlier.

Yet, as you review, you know, and |
know, you know, Christiana is a very -- it’'s a
hi story, but if you, you know, peruse back through
various historic maps, we see that there is structures
at this particular |location at this junction that, you
know, at O d Kings H ghway Junction that date as to
the earlier part of Village of Christiana’ s history,
you know, the late 18th Century and perhaps earlier.

So one of the questions | have asked is
that in regard to you have nentioned that this
property is not necessarily going to be used for new
construction but rather left as a greenspace, perhaps
as a nenorial or a greenspace that wll, you know, for
community usage, is this -- so perhaps, for exanple,
out door events and so forth in this kind of small
guess community park type situation or will 1t be nore
of a nenorial situation where it’s a quiet space that
I's, you know, not designed for active use? Does that
gquesti on nmake sense?

MR IDE: It did mke sense. And so if

| may answer the question, we had submtted to you,
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the fire conpany, when they had suggested purchasi ng
the property and denolishing it, their intent for it
was to basically create a greenspace and extension of
the | andscaping of 17 East Main because when those
trailers go away once the building is done, there is
going to be | andscaping and basically the fire conpany
wanted to kind of mgrate that | andscaping in to the
corner there.

We had -- and probably a bit
presunpt uous, we had sent to them a pocket park plan
If you will. Qur office designed and constructed a
pocket park for the Town of Clayton which included a
cl ock, you know, maybe a small walk path along with a
flag and what the town uses that venue for is a
lighting of a Christmas tree every year. So fol ks
fromthe Town of Clayton kind of congregate around the
tree and Hank Smith who is the building chairnmn,
whi ch he regrets not being able to be here, he’'s at a
fireman’s funeral this evening, had tal ked about that.

And so we were thinking that the holly
tree that is out front, it’s a great size, it’'s a
great shape and | ooks wonderful that nmaybe sonet hi ng
| i ke that could be done. So also the fire conpany and

the -- one of the reasons we didn't present a plan,
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you know, for discussion is because they want to
i nvol ve the village with sonme of these di scussions
like they did with the fire conpany on station 12.

So, you know, |’'ve talked to Robin
Brown. | know she was -- she had witten a letter to
New Castle County. | spoke to her today as did the
fire conpany about her involvenment. You know, in her
m nd she thinks some benches, sone | andscapi ng and
maybe a dedi cati on plaque that tal ks about historic
Christiana and then ultimately lead into, you know,
sone of the past of the fire conpany and how t hey
I nvol ve.

So | believe that the space would
invite public to go and sit and, you know, read the
pl aque and that sort of thing and just sit there as a
qui et area but also act in a way for the fire conpany
where there can be sone past history identified in a
pl aque if you wll.

M5. SILBER: Ckay.

MR. IDE: There are no intentions of
the fire conpany to create a parking space, a parking
| ot or a structure so to speak there. |If there is any
di scussi ons, you know, maybe a small gazebo for people

to sit or sone park benches and that sort of thing.
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Hopefully 1’ve answered your questi on.

M5. SILBER: Yes. Actually, you know,
| think that this type of usage for sonething within a
hi storic | andscape is quite nice because it gives you
many opportunities for, you know, interpretive
di spl ays and, you know, the sense of community and so
forth.

There is one question in regard to the
| andscapi ng that could potentially occur, you know,
after the denolition is that because this lot is a
bit, you know, unknown of whether or not the house
that currently exists is sonething that was built
| ater, you know, to replace sonething in kind, nmaybe
an earlier structure.

During the | andscapi ng or perhaps
sonet hing, there may be an opportunity and probably
warranted a | evel of archeol ogical assessnment to
ascertain, you know, what was the functional use of
this property and the occupational use of this
property prior to the house that is, you know, being
proposed for denolition because | think if this is a
part considering the historic mapping and the history
of Christiana Village as well as its, you know, the

orientation of its core area, this may be sonething
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that woul d add additional neaning to the use of this
space, you know, down the road as a comrmunity
gr eenspace.

MR. IDE: Sure. Understood.

MS. SILBER: It mght be a nice way to
say, okay, we’ve done this, we’ve added and
contributed to the history in conjunction to creating
this community space where we can have small community
gat herings such as, you know, this village, this sense
of village.

MR. | DE: Ckay.

M5. SILBER: Thank you.

MR. DAVIS: Thanks. Any nore questions
for the applicant?

M5. HATCH. |’m not seeing any -- sorry
about that. One nmonent. All right. |’ mnot seeing
any further hands raised fromthe board nenbers.

MR. DAVIS: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. HATCH. Okay. So we, M. Davis, if
you would like to do a call for public coment?

MR. DAVIS: W'’'re on to public comment,
ri ght?

MS. HATCH:  Uh- huh.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. Yeah, | was waiting
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of the slid to come up there. So we’'ll make a cal
for public comment in favor of this application.

M5. HATCH. |'m sorry, we actually do
have a nmenber of the public here in the governnent
center, Ms. Robin Brown is here and |’ m actually going
to turn the conputer around and | et her use ny canera.
Let’s see here, and just for the board, a letter was
submtted to the board that she had submtted, and it
was added to the record.

MR. DAVIS: Thank you.

M5. BROWN:. Did everybody get a copy of
the letter? Did everybody on the board see the --
have an opportunity to read the letter?

MR. DAVIS: Everyone should have gotten
a copy of it, yes.

M5. HATCH: You can actually turn your
volume up if you want to on your phone.

M5. BROWN: Ckay.

M5. HATCH: Bear with me one nonent.
Let ne see if | can figure out sone technical -- |
appreci ate your patience. One nonent.

MR. DAVIS: Okay.

M5. HATCH:. (I naudi ble) you should be

able to use -- let ne see here. Can everyone fromthe
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board hear us?

MR. DAVIS: Yeah, | can hear you.

M5. HATCH. Okay. All right. So they
can hear you.

MS. BROWN:. Oh, now | can see the
panelists. So first a big hello to ny old friends Dee
Dur ham and George O Haggerty. It was suggested that |
read in part of the letter, the letter that we
received that the neighbors within the distance
received said that this is a contributing structure to
the historic district but if you |ook at the actual
nom nation from HCA, this structure is not |listed as
one of the contributing buildings.

It is within the area that’'s mapped out
on the nom nation that was accepted by the register
t hat was approved in 1974, but it is not a
contributing structure. There were previous clapboard
structures close to where it was and where the new
substation is, but this one was built in 1925.

And | wanted to stress that we're in
full support, the neighbors that | signed the letter
with, they're the owners of 28 and 30 East Main and
|’ mthe owner of 2 and 8 O d Kings H ghway which are

the two cl osest properties. W’'re in full support of

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 38

the fire conmpany and regi ster no objection to the
denolition, largely due to the condition of the
buil di ng and the inprobability that even a massive
i nfusi on of noney and repair could save it.

The county property records currently
list this building as being in good condition which
isn't so, and so we wanted to nention that. W al so
had a couple of requests of the fire conpany regards
that the sad situation of Janet Harnmen (ph.) and had
talked with M. |de about the possibility of letting
the Harnmen’s in to renove ot her belongings but they --
and showed ne the pictures of the things that the
famly had requested that had been sitting outside
since May 1st and | appreciate their effort toward
t hat, even though the famly didn’'t take them up on
it.

| also wanted to |et the board know
that | spoke with Denise Pettingale (ph.) who owns the
property adjoining Station 12. She asked ne to say hi
to everybody and that she does not do Zoom but that
it’s the building is a terrible sight to see when she
conmes out of her house every day and she believes a
park woul d be an inprovenent.

The proposed denolition also was the
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subj ect of discussion at a neeting of -- a recent
nmeeting of the Christiana Community Center which is
the group attenpting to preserve public school 111C on
North O d Baltinmre Pike just north of the village
toward the mall. There were no objections and the

nei ghbors, the nmenbers who were there al so said that

t hey believe the pocket park woul d be an i nprovenent
over the existing structure.

So | tried to attend via Zoom and
couldn’'t see exhibits, so | drove over to the
governnent Center and |I’m here and | just thought that
the letter would be read into the record, but | am
just here to answer any questions about the letter to
repeat that we fully support the fire conpany. W
appreciate their willingness for comunity input which
really helped refine the plans both for the substation
and the new station 12 that we hope to see conpl eted
I n Septenber and we have no objections to the
denolition permt being granted.

MR. DAVIS. Geat. Thank you.

M5. HATCH. |I'msorry, ny audio is a
little soft, so I’mgoing to plug ny headphones in and
then I'll let you know if they have any questions for

you.
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M5. BROWN:. Thank you.

MS. HATCH: All right. Sure. All
right. Do any of the board nenmbers have any questions
for Ms. Brown?

MR. ZAHRALDDI N: Betsy, | would like to
add, | was forner owner of the pig farm the hotel
there at the corner, and I'’mreally, really proud of
what the Historic Christiana stands on including the
Shane Hotel and all the other things. |1’mno |onger
the owner, but | remenber the pig farm | renenber the
Christiana Fire Station there and all the things that
everybody is trying to bring it up and | think this is
going to be a definitely an add on.

| drove through the other day by the
condos in the back and all that area needs to be just
to be so nuch well maintained and it could be done
with a group of people like Ed and Gary and everybody
who is working at the fire station. So kudos to you
all and all you are trying to do.

MR. DAVIS: Thank you.

MR. IDE: Thank you.

M5. HATCH. Ckay. |’m not seeing any
nore hands from the public raised.

MR. DAVIS: Al right. Well, let’s
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make a final call for, you know, any public coment in
opposition.

M5. HATCH. All right. |’m not seeing
any hands raised for opposition.

MR. DAVIS: Ckay. And then any general
comrent .

M5. HATCH. |’ m not seeing any hands
rai sed for general coment.

MR. DAVIS: Ckay. Thanks, Betsy.

M5. HATCH. All right. Bear with ne as
| switch gears here really quick. All right. Shane,
I f you could go to the next slide. All right. So

just under a report of preservation planner, the board

w || be making decisions on these applications on
August 3rd at the business neeting that will be held
virtually and as you know, | had nentioned, we are

nmovi ng to having sonme in person neetings just |ike we
had tonight. So there is space avail able for anyone
who wi shes to attend and listen to the business
meeting. But that’'s all that | had.

MR. DAVIS: Ckay. G eat.

M5. HATCH. All right. M. Haggerty
fromthe Departnent of Land Use does have his hand

rai sed.
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MR. DAVIS: Ckay. G eat.

MS. HATCH. Let’'s see here. | want to
make it so you can also see. All right. GCeorge, you
shoul d be able to speak.

MR. HAGGERTY: Good evening, board
menmbers. | just wanted to reach out to say that | was
contacted this past few days regarding | guess the
neeting that was cancel ed because of quorum and j ust
encourage you in the next business neeting if at all
possible if you could nake that, that would be pretty
| nportant. There are sone issues, matters that are in
front of you that probably need your review. So just
giving you a general encouragenent to -- | know you're
down in nunbers and we’'re working on trying to get you
sonme conpani ons and conrades on the board, but
presence i s appreciated and thank you for what you do.

MR. DAVIS. Geat. Thank you. Thanks
for the rem nder.

MR. ZAHRALDDI N:  Thank you, George.

M5. HATCH. Al right. Next is just
general public coment.

MR. DAVIS. Yeah, we're on to public
coment, right?

M5. HATCH. | am not seeing any hands
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rai sed. Do you have any general public comrent?

M5. BROWN: | had trouble finding the
Zoomlink on the page, if you could nake it easier to
find that would be hel pful.

M5. HATCH. Okay. Sure. And |’ m happy
to help, too. All right.

UNKNOWN FEMALE: John, | have just one
thing for the board if | could address you before we
recess. We in the | aw departnent have been di scussing
neeti ng about the changes to FOYA now t hat, you know,
going forward fromthe pandemc. Sone of those
changes have been inplenented already as Betsy has
sai d.

We have a space, a dedicated space at
t he governnent center. W are going to be ready to
sort of advise the boards very shortly. W’ ve been in
communi cation with the Departnment of Justice, with the
attorney that handl es the Freedom of Information
gui dance for guidance. So just bear with ne. 1’11 be
sending an email as soon as possible.

| didn't want to send it yet because
there is one piece of information we're still waiting
to get. So looks like I'Il probably be physically

present going forward, but there is a possibility that
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nobody

(I naudi bl e) board

there will need to be at |east one board nenber
present. | don’'t know that yet, so you know,
panic yet. But 1'll get back to you as soon as we
know. So I'll send it in an email.

And then secondly,
menbers. | know there are three vacanci es,

addi ng on to what George had to say,

so sort of

you know, we j ust

appreciate that you know, everybody has schedul i ng

conflicts, but if we can just get this next

appl i cation addressed when it comes back up so it’s

not delayed, it would be greatly appreciated.

Unfortunately, in addition to having

m ssing or vacancies, we have sone conflicts of

I nterest, so ne included. So we just really

appreci ate everything you guys can do to get it
t hrough and voted on and on its way. So thank you.
That’s all | have.

UNKNOWN MALE: | actually have ny voice

back because | got slamed with an upper respiratory

and loss ny voice. You can still hear it alittle
bit, but I lost nmy voice, ny wife did, too, so we
couldn’t yell at our kids anynore. We don’t yell at

our kids. But it was really hard to even talk. So |

apol ogi ze for not being able -- but next tine it
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even if I"’mon death’s bed, if we have people

with conflicts, soneone should reach out and tell ne

because

| really didn't have an idea we didn’'t have --

we had that many conflicts. | would have witten

stuff on a piece of paper and just signed it.

MS. HATCH: We woul d have taken it.

Thank you.
MR. DAVIS: W’'re glad you're back.
Raf ael .
MR. ZAHRALDDI N: Thank you for that.
MR. DAVIS: Okay. Geat.
M5. HATCH. Okay.

MR. DAVIS: Yeah, thank you. Are we

ready for a notion to adjourn?

adj ourn.

MR. ZAHRALDDI N: | make a notion to

MR. DAVIS: Do we have a second?
UNKNOWN MALE: Second.

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Second.

MR DAVIS: All in favor?

ALL: Aye.

MR. DAVIS: | think that’s everyone.

(Wher eupon, this hearing concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATI ON
|, Rebecca Murray, certify that the foregoing is
a true and accurate transcript fromthe official

el ectroni c sound recording.

Rebecca Muirray

Approved Transcri ber

Dat ed: August 4, 2021
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