Welcome
New Castle County welcomes your children in our
camps this summer! Our summer camps offer
safe and inviting environments led by highly
qualified and caring staff that ensure your child
has a great experience.
Our commitment to your children is to encourage
their individual growth and learning through fun
recreational experiences. We are committed to
ensuring that all youth have an enjoyable, safe and
successful recreational experience. Your children are
encouraged to explore their creativity, supported in
developing new skills, making new friends and
having fun!
This handbook serves as your guide to all aspects
of our summer camp programs. It should answer most of your questions before
camps begin. We look forward to serving you and your children to make this an
adventure to remember!
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Open House
An open house will be held on Wednesday, February 5, 4-7 p.m. for camp registration
and information on financial aid. Call the Camp Office at (302) 395-5654 for details.

Financial Aid
Financial Aid Opportunities
Limited financial assistance is available for full-day recreation camps. For eligibility
information, call the Camp Office at (302) 395-5654.
Financial aid for sports camps is extremely limited and is given on a first-come,
first-served basis to eligible applicants. Call the Sports Office for more information
at (302) 395-5890.

CIT Program
Counselor-in-Training Program for Teens
New Castle County’s Counselor-in-Training (CIT) Program is a great way to spend
your summer, shadowing a camp counselor and gaining valuable lifetime rewards!
The CIT Program offers opportunities to interact with children, lead activities and
participate in camp programs. CITs must have a sincere desire to work with children,
a strong work ethic, lots of energy and creativity and a positive attitude. The objective
of the CIT Program is to better prepare participants for future work with children
through hands-on experience and guidance from staff members. This opportunity
is for enthusiastic and engaging young adults. Cost is $90. Call (302) 395-5654 or
go to newcastlede.gov/camps for more information and mandatory paperwork.
Applications accepted beginning March 1. Grades 9-12
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Full-Day Recreation Camps
With five sites across New Castle County, our campers get to enjoy a variety of weekly
themes focusing on programs and events, such as supervised games and activities,
daily outdoor time, non-competitive sports and arts and crafts, along with educational
presentations and life-skills development. Each week, campers travel to different field trip
sites and enjoy a visit from Mr. Softee and a trip to the pool. Campers and counselors
alike spend 20 minutes a day reading with the New Castle County Library Summer
Reading Challenge at all locations. This year's theme is "Imagine Your Story".
All of these amenities are included in camp fees. Camps meet Monday-Friday,
9 a.m.-4 p.m., June 22-August 14 (*with the exceptions of Brandywine Springs
Elementary and Talley Day Camp). Fee is $130 per camper per week. Extended care is
available 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. for an additional $35 per camper per week. Ages 7-12
Lorewood Grove Elementary School, 820 Mapleton Avenue, Middletown 19709
Garfield Park Recreation Center (PAL), 26 Karlyn Drive, New Castle 19720
Brandywine Springs Elementary School, 2916 Duncan Road, Wilmington 19808
(*camps end July 31)
Richey Elementary School, 105 East Highland Avenue, Newport 19804
Talley Day Camp at Brandywine Hundred Library, 1300 Foulk Road, North Wilmington 19803
(*additional dates through August 28)

Registration opens on March 1 at newcastlede.gov/camps
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Specialty Recreation Camps
Specialty recreation camps offer campers the chance to immerse themselves in
exciting, more focused activities. Programs concentrate on a specialty area for the
morning only, all of which are led by experienced staff and guest presenters. Campers
still enjoy recreational activities, fresh air time, field trips and one day of swimming.
Camps meet Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Fee is $130 per camper per week.
Extended care is available 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. for an additional $35 per camper
per week. Ages 7-12

Artventures Camp
Led by a resident artist, campers have fun as they explore art by using watercolors,
pen and ink and also learn how to color mix, make 3D paper sculptures and pointillism.
The Art Studio, 310 Kiamensi Road, Wilmington 19804, July 20-24

Musical Theatre Camp
Campers enjoy drama workshops,
theatre games, singing and
acting/improv. In partnership with
Child Drama Workshops.
The Art Studio, 310 Kiamensi Road,
Wilmington 19804, July 27-31

Science Explorers Camp
Campers explore the wonderful world of science with hands-on activities designed to
inspire and appeal to a variety of interests. In partnership with Delaware Nature Society.
Rockwood Park Carriage House, 4651 Washington St. Extension, Wilmington 19809,
July 13-17 / August 3-7 / August 17-21

Horseback Riding Camp
Campers play games on horseback, take trail rides and try out English or Western
saddles. Program and environment emphasize horse safety, education and fun. Games,
crafts and activities complement the instructional day of fun and learning. For details
and registration, call (302) 995-5758. Fee is $300 per camper per week. Ages 8-17
Carousel Park Equestrian Center, 3700 Limestone Road, Wilmington 19808, July 13-17
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Weekly Themes
and Friday Fun Days
Friday Fun Days are designed for campers and counselors to dress up according to
a weekly theme. Campers are encouraged to participate in Friday Fun Day dress-up
festivities. Please don't purchase anything for these costumes, just be creative with
what is already available! These activities are for full-day recreation camps only.
Week 1, June 22-26: We Are Family; Friday Fun Day - Crazy Hat Day
Week 2, June 29-July 3: Explore the West; Friday Fun Day - Cowboys and Cowgirls Day
Week 3, July 6-10: Wild, Wild Animals; Friday Fun Day - Stone Pets Day
Week 4, July 13-17: Under the Sea; Friday Fun Day - Let's Go "Fishing" Day
Week 5, July 20-24: We're All Superheroes!; Friday Fun Day - Wear Your Cape Day
Week 6, July 27-31: Olympic Games; Friday Fun Day - Wear Your Medals Day
Week 7, August 3-7: Arts Alive; Friday Fun Day - Tie Dye Day
Week 8, August 10-14: Backyard Bash; Friday Fun Day - Delaware Day
*Week 9, August 17-21:
The Moon, The Sun and The Stars; Friday Fun Day - Create Your Universe Day
*Week 10, August 24-28:
Fall Forward; Friday Fun Day - Camp Favorites and Best Adventures Day

Field Trips
New Castle County summer recreation camps offer campers a fun-filled summer, including
a weekly field trip to a variety of exciting places in the tri-state area. These activities are
for full-day and specialty recreation camps only.
Week 1, June 22-26: Christiana Roller Rink
Week 2, June 29-July 3: Main Event
Week 3, July 6-10: Brandywine Zoo
Week 4, July 13-17: Franklin Institute
Week 5, July 20-24: Pleasant Hills Bowling Alley
Week 6, July 27-31: Fort Delaware
Week 7, August 3-7: Iron Hill Science Center
Week 8, August 10-14: Rockwood Park and Museum
*Week 9, August 17-21: Mt. Cuba Observatory
*Week 10, August 24-28: Oasis Family Fun Center
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*Talley Day Camp only

Full-Day Sports Camps
New Castle County partners with Kirkwood Soccer Club to offer three week-long, full-day
all-sports camps. Highlighted sports activities include baseball, basketball, flag football,
soccer and speed/agility training with one day each week of swimming. Registrations are
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. In case of questionable weather, activities
may be delayed, postponed or switched to an alternative indoor site. Bring personal sports
equipment, as well as drinks, a towel and rain gear. For information on sports camps, call
(302) 395-5890 or visit nccdesports.com. Camps meet Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Fee is $130 per camper per week and includes a t-shirt. Extended care is available
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. for an additional $35 per camper per week. Ages 8-13
Kirkwood Soccer Club, 1220 River Road, New Castle 19720,
June 22-26 / July 6-10 / August 10-14

For fastest access to program announcements including weather-related
updates, follow the Sports Office on Twitter @nccdesports
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Half-Day Sports Camps
Half-Day Sports Camps offer a more focused curriculum for a specific sport than the
Full-Day Sports Camps. They are offered at convenient locations all across New Castle
County. Registrations are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. In case of
questionable weather, activities may be delayed, postponed or switched to an alternative
indoor site. Bring personal sports equipment, as well as drinks, a towel and rain gear.
For information on Sports Camps, call (302) 395-5890 or visit nccdesports.com.
Camps meet Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Fee is $60 per camper per week
(except tennis, which is $115) and includes a t-shirt. Ages 7-18
Delcastle Park, 2920 Duncan Road, Wilmington 19808
• Speed/Agility: June 15-19
• Football: July 6-10

• Basketball: June 22-26

• Lacrosse: July 6-10

• Softball: June 22-26

• Soccer: July 6-10

Hockessin PAL, 7259 Lancaster Pike, Hockessin 19707
• Volleyball: July 6-10

• Basketball: July 13-17

• Field Hockey: August 3-7

Glasgow Park, DE 896 and US 40, Glasgow 19702
• Football: June 22-26

• Skateboard: June 29-July 3 / July 27-31

• Tennis: July 13-17

Half-Day Recreation Camps
Campers explore a new theme each week through a variety of supervised games,
crafts, fitness, nature activities and more. A free healthy and nutritious breakfast and
lunch is provided through Christina School District Nutrition Program. Camps meet
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Fee is $40 per camper per week. Ages 5-12
Brookside Elementary School, 800 Marrows Road, Newark 19713, June 22-August 14
Delaware City, 250 5th Street, Delaware City 19706, June 22-August 14
Battery Park, Old New Castle 19720, June 22-August 28
This is an outdoor camp so campers need to arrive with sunscreen applied
and wearing appropriate clothing and sneakers. In case of inclement weather,
campers seek shelter in the New Castle Presbyterian Church, 25 East 2nd Street,
Old New Castle 19720.
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Fine Art Camps
Fine Art Camps are held at The Art Studio, 310 Kiamensi Road, Wilmington 19804.
For information on fine art camps, call (302) 995-7661. Camps meet Monday-Friday.
Fee is $120 per camper per session for New Castle County residents and $130 for
non-residents. Combine two camps in one session to make an art-filled half day
($240 NCC residents / $260 non-residents)! Ages 6-17
Clay Camp: Create both sculptures and functional pieces out of clay. Additional $30
materials fee due to the instructor at first class. Ages 6-9, 9-10:30 a.m.;
Ages 10-17 (includes instruction on potter's wheel), 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
June 15-26 / July 6-17
Drawing and Painting Camp: Express yourself creatively! Experiment with a variety of
themes while learning to draw and paint. Create beautiful pieces of art while exploring
markers, pencils, watercolors and more. Additional $30 materials fee due to the
instructor at first class. Ages 6-9, 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.; Ages 10-17, 9-10:30 a.m.
June 15-26 / July 6-17
Tell Your Story! Mixed Media Art Camp: Explore all the types of art you love in
one class! Experiment with a variety of techniques and media, such as fiber arts,
collage, drawing and painting. Combine what you have learned to create a hand-made
book telling your story. Additional $30 materials fee due to the instructor at first class.
Ages 6-9, 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.; Ages 10-17, 9-10:30 a.m.
June 15-26
Fibers and Fabric Dying Art Camp: Explore the many methods of creating art and
functional pieces with fabric and other fibers. Projects include hand-dyed fabrics, small
weavings, felt dolls, paintings on fabric and more. Additional $30 materials fee due to the
instructor at first class. Ages 6-9, 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.; Ages 10-17, 9-10:30 a.m.
July 6-17
Portfolio Building Camp: Develop and prepare your portfolio in drawing and painting.
Concentrate on drawing in the first session and on color work in the second. Campers
receive open studio time plus one-on-one advice from the instructor. Additional $15
materials fee due to the instructor at first class. Ages 10-17, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
July 20-24 / July 27-31
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Spring Break Clinic
Skateboarding Clinic
Skate with experienced instructors and improve your skating ability. Open to all skill levels.
Skateboard and helmet, knee and elbow pads are required. Clinic meets Monday-Friday,
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Fee is $60 per camper per week. Ages 8-14
Glasgow Park Skate Bowl, DE 896 and US 40, Bear 19702, April 1-5

Safety Town
Safety Town is a fun program consisting of a miniature town with child-sized houses,
crosswalks and streets. This popular program teaches about safety through songs,
guest speakers and role-playing. Camps meet Monday-Friday, 8:30-11:15 a.m. Fee is
$80 for New Castle County residents and $100 for non-residents per camper per week.
Enrollment is limited, so register early. Ages 4-6
Lancashire Elementary School,
2000 Naamans Road, Wilmington 19810,
July 13-17 / July 20-24 /
July 27-31 / August 3-7
Alfred G. Waters Middle School,
1235 Cedar Lane Road, Middletown 19709,
June 22-26 / July 6-10 / July 13-17
Hockessin Recreation Center,
7259 Lancaster Pike, Hockessin 19707,
July 20-24 / July 27-31
August 3-7 / August 10-14
Glasgow Park Bank Barn,
DE 896 and US 40, Glasgow 19702,
June 22-26 / July 6-10

Volunteer Opportunity
Teens and young adults, ages 13-24, are needed to assist with Safety Town.
Volunteers must pass a background check. Call (302) 995-7661 or apply at
newcastlede.gov/safetytown.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What are the camp hours?
Full-day recreation, specialty
and full-day sports camps run
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., with
extended care available 7:30 a.m.5:30 p.m. for an additional $35 per week.
Half-day recreation camps run
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and half-day
sports camps run 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Half-day fine art camps start times vary
from class and participant age.
What should my camper wear?
Sneakers and lightweight clothes that
are okay to get dirty (open-toed shoes
and flip flops are not allowed at camp
for safety reasons). Bring a change of
clothes on rainy days.
What should my camper bring?
A backpack with:
- Swimsuit (full-day recreation, specialty
and full-day sports camps only)
- Towel
- Sunscreen
- Healthy snacks (2)
- Water bottle filled with cold water
- Lunch (full-day recreation, specialty and
sports camps only)
- Label everything!

What should my camper not bring?
- Cell phones, tablets or similar devices
- Money (unless on a field trip for
gift shop)
- Handheld video games
- Skateboards/scooters, HEELYS or
“hoverboards”
- Personal property, toys, games,
jewelry, etc. (unless requested by
camp counselors with theme week)
New Castle County is not responsible for
the safety of items brought to camp.
What about lunch?
Send your full-day recreation and
sports camper with a nutritionallybalanced lunch, snacks and water/drinks.
Keep in mind there are no refrigerators
or microwaves at camp. Packing lunch
in an insulated bag or hard-top cooler
is recommended, labeled with your
camper’s name. Check individual camp
locations for free lunches provided by
the school district.
Where is the Camp Office?
The Camp Office is located at 77 Reads
Way, New Castle 19720 and can be
reached at (302) 395-5654.
What happens on rainy days?
Recreation and specialty camps are held
rain or shine. If it is dangerous weather
(thunder and lightning, extreme heat
index, etc.), campers move indoors.
However, in a light drizzle or rain, we still
have limited outside activities and keep
playing! Dress appropriately on these
days and pack an extra set of clothes.
Full-day and half-day sports camps may
be delayed, postponed or switched to
an alternative indoor site in the case of
inclement weather. These decisions are
made on a case-by-case basis.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What if my camper loses something
at camp?
We strongly encourage you to label every
item your camper brings or wears to
camp. Each camp has a lost and found
box at the sign in/out table that all items
are brought to at the end of every day.
Why do we need a
parent/guardian email?
We use your email for confirmations,
receipts, reconciliation of billing and
email updates.
Does my camper get a t-shirt?
Campers who attend a full-day recreation,
specialty, full-day sports or half-day sports
camp receive one t-shirt. Campers of fullday and specialty camps must wear their
camp shirts when they go on a field trip.
Is a field trip planned for my camper?
All full-day recreation and specialty
camps participate in an off-site field trip
once a week on Wednesdays. All full-day
recreation, specialty and full-day sports
camps also participate in an off-site swim
trip once a week (specific day determined
by camp site).
How can I help prevent sunburn
on my camper?
Before your camper arrives at camp each
day, apply waterproof sunscreen. Camp
staff is not permitted to provide, share or
apply sunscreen on any camper. Parents/
guardians are encouraged to show their
camper how to reapply sunscreen on
areas that may be exposed to the sun.
Mark your camper's sunscreen with
his/her name. Sunscreen must be in
original container. Consider hats, shortand/or long-sleeve shirts and an extra
shirt for swimming for children who are
sensitive to the sun.
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What if I need to pick up my
camper early?
If your child has to leave early, please
send a note letting staff know what time
and who is picking your camper up. If
the person picking up your child is not
listed on the camp pick-up consent form,
you must make the Camp Office aware of
this prior to pick up. Any person picking
up a camper is asked to show picture
identification. Noone under the age of
18 may pick up campers. There are no
pick-ups allowed during field trips unless
previous arrangements have been made
with the Camp Office.
Who are the camp staff members?
Our staff is comprised of teachers,
counselors and college students from
the local area. All staff must pass a
background check, child abuse registry
and drug screen.
What is the camper-to-counselor ratio?
We follow State guidelines for camperto-counselor ratio. Therefore, 5-6 year
olds have an 8:1 ratio and 7-12 year olds
have a 10:1 ratio.
What if the camp I want is full?
Your name is placed on our waiting
list. You are notified no later than the
Wednesday before the camp begins
if a spot becomes available.

Partnerships

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE THEME
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