Design Your
Own Manga
Character!
Follow along for tips and
tricks to help you create
your own original
character!

Also check out the
Facial Features Mini Art
Lesson for more details!

Before we begin...
Two important things to think about before designing
your character:
A character for a manga or animation should have a
reasonably simple design, for it can become time
consuming to draw a complex character multiple
times.
You should consider how your manga or animation
character will look from all angles.
Try experimenting with body shapes and various angles
before you begin.
You will want to have as much of an understanding as
you can about the anatomy of your character, the way
they move, and how they appear from any direction.

How to Design a
Manga or Anime Character
Character Profile:
Decide what/who your character will be.
Write down some basic information about your character
(i.e. age, occupation, personality type, etc.)
Rough Character Sketches:
Begin by drawing some rough sketches of your ideas. Any
angle, any pose, just sketch freely.
After you have compiled a rough sketch that you like, finalize
one last sketch to begin. (Remember to sketch lightly! You
don't need a heavy hand).
Developing your Character Design:
To further develop your design, draw your character from
the front, both sides, and the back.
The reason you do this, is so you can have an all around
design of your character and you can use these sketches as
reference material when drawing multiple images of the
same character.
You can also try the use of guidelines to help create shape,
direction, and similarity between images.

For Example:

Coloring
Your Character:
You are going to want to work
from the background first, to the
foreground.
Reference the color wheel as
some colors go together in
different ways.
For example, you will often
see complementary colors in
popular anime.
Play with shades and tones as
well.
You should also pick colors that
are appropriate for the type of
character you are creating.
Colors can give certain moods too.
For example, blue is
considered a cool color while
red is considered a warm
color.

Remember that you can
always start over, adjust,
or edit what you have.
Practicing will help you
solidify your
understanding.
And also remember to
have fun with it! Enjoy
getting creative with your
designs!

