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FICTION
HYDE BY CRAIG RUSSELL

(PICKED BY BS)

Victorian Edinburgh. Captain Edward Henry Hyde is chief detective for the City of Edinburgh
Police. When Hyde finds himself at the scene of a heinous murder with no idea how he got
there or the events leading up to the discovery, his alarm is triggered on two levels. First, the
crime scene is brutal and involves the Threefold Death, an ancient Celtic rite of sacrifice
entangled with dark Scottish spiritual mythology. Second, Hyde's inability to remember any
detail of his arrival at the crime scene makes him immediately fret about the secret he keeps
from all but his physician: he suffers from a rare form of epilepsy that causes him to lose time—
amnesiac absences where he cannot account for his actions—and nocturnal seizures that
manifest themselves as vivid and lucid dreams. As Hyde begins his investigation of the murder
in a city on edge, he finds himself not only searching for real world clues, but trying to unravel
the significance of the imagery in the otherworld of his dreaming. His investigation leads to the
very places he fears, but has never fully imagined. (400 pgs)

NORTH BY BRAD KESSLER

(PICKED BY SM)

As a late spring blizzard brews, Brother Christopher, a cloistered monk at Blue Mountain
Monastery in Vermont, rushes to tend to his Ida Red and Northern Spy apple trees in advance
of the unseasonal snowstorm. When the storm lands a young Somali refugee, Sahro Abdi Muse,
at the monastery, Christopher is pulled back into the world as his life intersects with Sahro’s
and that of an Afghan war veteran in surprising and revealing ways. North traces the epic
journey of Sahro from her home in Somalia to South America, along the migrant route through
Central America and Mexico, to New York City, and finally, her dangerous attempt to continue
north to safety in Canada. It also compellingly traces the inner journeys of Brother Christopher,
questioning his future in a world where the monastery way of life is waning, and of veteran
Teddy Fletcher, seeking a way to make peace with his past. (288 pgs)

SHE WHO BECAME THE SUN BY SHELLEY PARKER-CHAN

(PICKED BY MG)

To possess the Mandate of Heaven, the female monk Zhu will do anything. In a famine-stricken
village, two children are given two fates. A boy, greatness. A girl, nothingness… In 1345, China
lies under harsh Mongol rule. When the Zhu family’s eighth-born son, Zhu Chongba, is given a
fate of greatness, everyone is mystified as to how it will come to pass. The fate of nothingness
received by the family’s clever and capable second daughter, on the other hand, is only as
expected. When a bandit attack orphans the two children, it is Zhu Chongba who succumbs to
despair and dies. Desperate to escape her own fated death, the girl uses her brother's identity
to enter a monastery as a young male novice. There, propelled by her burning desire to survive,
Zhu learns she is capable of doing whatever it takes to stay hidden from her fate. After her
sanctuary is destroyed for supporting the rebellion against Mongol rule, Zhu takes the chance
to claim another future altogether: her brother's abandoned greatness. (416 pgs)

CLARK AND DIVISION BY NAOMI HIRAHARA

(PICKED BY SLS)

Chicago, 1944: Twenty-year-old Aki Ito and her parents have just been released from
Manzanar, where they have been detained by the US government since the aftermath of Pearl
Harbor, together with thousands of other Japanese Americans. The life in California the Itos
were forced to leave behind is gone; instead, they are being resettled two thousand miles away
in Chicago, where Aki’s older sister, Rose, was sent months earlier and moved to the new
Japanese American neighborhood near Clark and Division streets. But on the eve of the Ito
family’s reunion, Rose is killed by a subway train. Aki, who worshipped her sister, is stunned.
Officials are ruling Rose’s death a suicide. Aki cannot believe her perfect, polished, and
optimistic sister would end her life. Her instinct tells her there is much more to the story, and
she knows she is the only person who could ever learn the truth. (312 pgs)
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SEVERAL PEOPLE ARE TYPING BY CALVIN KASULKE

(PICKED BY BS)

Gerald, a mid-level employee of a New York–based PR firm has been uploaded into the
company’s internal Slack channels—at least his consciousness has. His colleagues assume it’s
an elaborate gag to exploit the new work-from home policy, but now that Gerald’s productivity is
through the roof, his bosses are only too happy to let him work from wherever he says he is.
Faced with the looming abyss of a disembodied life online, Gerald enlists his co-worker Pradeep
to help him escape, and to find out what happened to his body. But the longer Gerald stays in
the void, the more alluring and absurd his reality becomes. Meanwhile, the firm’s biggest client,
a high-end dog food company, is in the midst of recalling a bad batch of food that’s allegedly
poisoning Pomeranians nationwide. Their CEO suspects someone is sabotaging his office
furniture. If Gerald gets to work from home all the time, why can’t everyone? Is true love
possible between two people, when one is just a line of text in an app? (256 pgs)

THE FINAL GIRL SUPPORT GROUP BY GRADY HENDRIX

(PICKED KT)

In horror movies, the final girls are the ones left standing when the credits roll. They made it
through the worst night of their lives…but what happens after? Lynnette Tarkington is a real-life
final girl who survived a massacre. For more than a decade, she’s been meeting with five other
final girls and their therapist in a support group for those who survived the unthinkable, working
to put their lives back together. Then one woman misses a meeting, and their worst fears are
realized—someone knows about the group and is determined to rip their lives apart again, piece
by piece. But the thing about final girls is that no matter how bad the odds, how dark the night,
how sharp the knife, they will never, ever give up. (352 pgs)

THE PARIS CONNECTION BY LORRAINE BROWN

(PICKED BY SM)

When Hannah and her boyfriend, Simon, set out for Amsterdam, they’re confident that they’ll
make it to his sister’s wedding in time. However, unbeknownst to them, their train is scheduled
to divide in the middle of the night. When it does, half of it continues the route to Amsterdam
and the other half—the one with Hannah on it—heads three hundred miles away, to Paris. Left
without her belongings or hope of reuniting with Simon, Hannah has no choice but to spend the
day in Paris before the next train out. Worse than being stranded in a foreign city alone? Being
stuck with Léo, the handsome but infuriating Frenchman who blames Hannah for his own
unwanted delay. The series of mishaps that sends them traipsing through the City of Light is
only further proof that Hannah’s day has gone from bad to worse. But as she takes in the
glorious sights of the city—and spends more time with Léo—Hannah discovers that the detour
might actually be leading her to the life she was always meant to live. (336 pgs)

AS THE WICKED WATCH BY TAMRON HALL

(PICKED BY BS)

When crime reporter Jordan Manning leaves her hometown in Texas to take a job at a television
station in Chicago, she’s one step closer to a coveted anchor chair on a national network.
Jordan is smart and aggressive and often the only woman of color in the newsroom. Armed with
a master’s degree in forensic science and impeccable instincts, Jordan has been able to
balance her dueling motivations: breaking every big story—and giving a voice to the voiceless.
Again and again, she is called to cover the murders of Black women, many of them sexually
assaulted, most brutalized, and all of them quickly forgotten. All until Masey James— a 15-yearold girl whose body was found in an abandoned lot, Masey has come to represent for Jordan all
of the frustration and anger that her job often forces her to repress. Putting the rest of her
work and her fraying personal life aside, Jordan does everything she can to give the story the
coverage it desperately requires, and that a missing Black child would so rarely get. There’s a
serial killer on the loose, Jordan believes, and he’s hiding in plain sight. (400 pgs)

RAZORBLADE TEARS BY S.A. COSBY

(PICKED BY SP)

Ike Randolph has been out of jail for fifteen years, with not so much as a speeding ticket in all
that time. But a Black man with cops at the door knows to be afraid. The last thing he expects
to hear is that his son Isiah has been murdered, along with Isiah’s white husband, Derek. Ike
had never fully accepted his son but is devastated by his loss. Derek’s father Buddy Lee was
almost as ashamed of Derek for being gay as Derek was ashamed of his father's criminal record.
Buddy Lee still has contacts in the underworld, though, and he wants to know who killed his boy.
Ike and Buddy Lee, two ex-cons with little else in common other than a criminal past and a love
for their dead sons, band together in their desperate desire for revenge. (336 pgs)
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THE TAKING OF JEMIMA BOONE BY MATTHEW PEARL

(PICKED BY BS)

On a midsummer day in 1776, weeks after the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
thirteen-year-old Jemima Boone and her friends Betsy and Fanny Callaway disappear near the
Kentucky settlement of Boonesboro. A Cherokee-Shawnee raiding party has taken the girls as
the latest salvo in the blood feud between American Indians and the colonial settlers who have
decimated native lands and resources. Hanging Maw, the raiders’ leader, recognizes one of the
captives as Jemima Boone, daughter of Kentucky's most influential pioneers, and realizes she
could be a valuable pawn in the battle to drive the colonists out of the contested Kentucky
territory for good. With Daniel Boone and his posse in pursuit, Hanging Maw devises a plan that
could ultimately bring greater peace to both the tribes and the colonists. But after the girls find
clever ways to create a trail of clues, the raiding party is ambushed by Boone and the rescuers
in a battle with reverberations that nobody could predict. (288 pgs)

THIS IS EAR HUSTLE BY NIGEL POOR

(PICKED BY MG)

When Nigel Poor and Earlonne Woods met, Nigel was a photography professor volunteering with
the Prison University Project and Earlonne was serving thirty-one years to life at California’s San
Quentin State Prison. Initially drawn to each other by their shared interest in storytelling,
neither had podcast production experience when they decided to enter Radiotopia’s contest for
new shows . . . and won. Using the prize for seed money, Nigel and Earlonne launched Ear
Hustle, named after the prison term for “eavesdropping.” It was the first podcast created and
produced entirely within prison and would go on to be heard millions of times worldwide, garner
Peabody and Pulitzer award nominations, and help earn Earlonne his freedom when his
sentence was commuted in 2018. Nigel and Earlonne share their own stories of how they came
to San Quentin, how they created their phenomenally popular podcast amid extreme limitations,
and what has kept them collaborating season after season. (304 pgs)

THE SLEEPING BEAUTIES BY SUZANNE O’SULLIVAN

(PICKED BY SLS)

In Sweden, hundreds of refugee children fall into a state that resembles sleep for months or
years at a time. In Le Roy, New York, teenage girls develop involuntary twitches and seizures
that spread like a contagion. In the U.S. Embassy in Cuba, employees experience headaches
and memory loss after hearing strange noises during the night. These are only a few of the many
suspected culture-bound psychosomatic syndromes—specific sets of symptoms that exist in a
particular culture or environment—that affect people throughout the world. Dr. Suzanne
O’Sullivan investigates psychosomatic disorders, traveling the world to visit communities
suffering from these so-called mystery illnesses. O’Sullivan records the remarkable stories of
syndromes related to her by people from all walks of life. Riveting and often distressing, these
case studies are recounted with compassion and humanity. (336 pgs)

ORWELL’S ROSES BY REBECCA SOLNIT

(PICKED BY SLS)

“In the year 1936 a writer planted roses.” So begins Rebecca Solnit’s new book, a reflection
on George Orwell’s passionate gardening and the way that his involvement with plants,
particularly flowers, and the natural world illuminates his other commitments as a writer and
antifascist, and the intertwined politics of nature and power. Solnit’s account of this
understudied aspect of Orwell’s life explores his writing and his actions—from going deep into
the coal mines of England, fighting in the Spanish Civil War, critiquing Stalin when much of the
international left still supported him (and then critiquing that left), to his analysis of the
relationship between lies and authoritarianism. The book draws to a close with a rereading
of Nineteen Eighty-Four that completes her portrait of a more hopeful Orwell, as well as a
reflection on pleasure, beauty, and joy as acts of resistance. (320 pgs)
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PUMP BY BILL SCHUTT

(PICKED BY SLH)

In this lively look at the hearts of animals—from fish to bats to humans—American Museum of
Natural History zoologist Bill Schutt tells an incredible story of evolution and scientific progress.
We join Schutt on a tour from the origins of circulation to the tiny hardworking pumps of worms,
to the golf-cart-size hearts of blue whales. We visit beaches where horseshoe crabs are being
harvested for their blood, which has properties that can protect humans from deadly illnesses.
We learn that when temperatures plummet, some frog hearts can freeze solid for weeks,
resuming their beat only after a spring thaw. And we journey with Schutt through human
history, too, as philosophers and scientists hypothesize, often wrongly, about what makes
our ticker tick. (288 pgs)

TRUFFLE HOUND BY ROWAN JACOBSEN

(PICKED BY SLH & MG)

The scent of one freshly unearthed white truffle in Barolo was all it took to lead Rowan
Jacobsen down a rabbit hole into a world of secretive hunts, misty woods, black-market deals,
obsessive chefs, quixotic scientists, muddy dogs, maddening smells, and some of the most
memorable meals ever created. People spend years training dogs to find them underground.
They plant forests of oaks and wait a decade for truffles to appear. They pay $3,000 a pound to
possess them. They turn into quivering puddles in their presence. Why? Both an entertaining
odyssey and a manifesto, Truffle Hound demystifies truffles―and then remystifies them, freeing
them from their gilded cage and returning them to their roots as a sacred offering from the
forest. (304 pgs)

ON ANIMALS BY SUSAN ORLEAN

(PICKED BY SLH)

“How we interact with animals has preoccupied philosophers, poets, and naturalists for ages,”
writes Susan Orlean. Since the age of six, when Orlean wrote and illustrated a book called
Herbert the Near-Sighted Pigeon, she’s been drawn to stories about how we live with animals,
and how they abide by us. Now, in On Animals, she examines animal-human relationships
through the compelling tales she has written over the course of her celebrated career. These
stories consider a range of creatures—the household pets we dote on, the animals we raise to
end up as meat on our plates, the creatures who could eat us for dinner, the various tamed and
untamed animals we share our planet with who are central to human life. (256 pgs)

WHY IS MY CHILD IN CHARGE BY CLAIRE LERNER

(PICKED BY BS)

Through stories from her practice, Claire Lerner shows parents how making critical mindshifts—
seeing their children’s behaviors through a new lens —empowers parents to solve their most
vexing childrearing challenges. This process puts parents back in the driver’s seat, where they
belong and where their children need them to be. These real life stories provide a roadmap for
how to tune into the root causes of children’s behavior and how to create and implement
strategies that are tailored to the unique needs of each child and family. She unpacks the
individualized process she guides parents through to solve the most common challenges such
as throwing tantrums in public, delaying bedtime for hours, refusing to participate in family
mealtimes, and resisting potty training. The faulty mindsets that pose obstacles to parents
seeing the situation more objectively. (224 pgs)

TASTE BY STANLEY TUCCI

(PICKED BY SM)

Stanley Tucci grew up in an Italian American family that spent every night around the kitchen
table. He shared the magic of those meals with us previously. Now he takes us beyond the
savory recipes and into the compelling stories behind them.Taste is a reflection on the
intersection of food and life, filled with anecdotes about his growing up in Westchester, New
York; preparing for and shooting the foodie films Big Night and Julie & Julia; falling in love over
dinner; and teaming up with his wife to create meals for a multitude of children. Each morsel of
this gastronomic journey through good times and bad, five-star meals and burned dishes, is as
heartfelt and delicious as the last. (304 pgs)
Reviews excerpted from amazon.com and goodreads.com

