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American Historical Fiction
The Personal Librarian
by Marie Benedict &
Victoria Christopher
Murray
In her twenties, Belle da Costa Greene is
hired by J. P. Morgan to curate a collection
of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for
his newly built Pierpont Morgan Library.
Belle becomes a fixture in New York City
society and one of the most powerful
people in the art and book world, known for
her impeccable taste and shrewd
negotiating for critical works as she helps
create a world-class collection. But Belle
has a secret, one she must protect at all
costs. She was born not Belle da Costa
Greene but Belle Marion Greener. She is the daughter of Richard Greener, the
first Black graduate of Harvard and a well-known advocate for equality. Belle’s
complexion isn’t dark because of her alleged Portuguese heritage that lets her
pass as white—her complexion is dark because she is African American. The
Personal Librarian tells the story of an extraordinary woman, famous for her
intellect, style, and wit, and shares the lengths she must go to—for the
protection of her family and her legacy—to preserve her carefully crafted white
identity in the racist world in which she lives.
ONLINE USERS: Click on any book cover image or title to find it in the library catalog.

Malibu Rising
by Taylor Jenkins Reid

Malibu: August 1983. It’s the day of Nina Riva’s
annual end-of-summer party, and anticipation is
at a fever pitch. Everyone wants to be around the
famous Rivas. Together the siblings are a source
of fascination in Malibu and the world over—
especially as the offspring of the legendary
singer Mick Riva. By midnight the party will be
completely out of control. By morning, the Riva
mansion will have gone up in flames. But before
that first spark in the early hours before dawn, the
alcohol will flow, the music will play, and the loves
and secrets that shaped this family’s
generations will all come rising to the surface.
Malibu Rising is a story about one unforgettable
night in the life of a family: the night they each have to choose what they will
keep from the people who made them . . . and what they will leave behind.

Also recommended:


The Physick Book of Deliverance
Dane by Katherine Howe



My Name is Mary Sutter by Robin
Oliveira



The Children’s Blizzard by Melanie
Benjamin



Tiffany Blues by M.J. Rose



Beloved by Toni Morrison



The Sunflower Sisters by Martha
Hall Kelly

The Book of Lost
Friends
by Lisa Wingate

Lisa Wingate brings to life
stories from actual "Lost
Friends" advertisements
that appeared in Southern
newspapers after the Civil
War, as freed slaves
desperately searched for
loved ones who had been
sold off.
Louisiana, 1875 In the
tumultuous aftermath of Reconstruction, three
young women set off as unwilling companions on a
perilous quest. Each carries private wounds and
powerful secrets as they head for Texas, following
dangerous roads rife with ruthless vigilantes and
soldiers still fighting a war lost a decade before.
Beyond the swamps lie the seemingly limitless
frontiers of Texas and, improbably, hope.
Louisiana, 1987 For first-year teacher Benedetta
Silva, a subsidized job at a poor rural school
seems like the ticket to canceling her hefty student
debt--until she lands in a tiny, out-of-step
Mississippi River town. But amid the gnarled oaks
and run-down plantation homes lies the century-old
history of three young women, a long-ago journey,
and a hidden book that could change everything.

The Four Winds
by Kristin Hannah

Texas, 1921. A time of abundance. The
Great War is over, the bounty of the land
is plentiful, and America is on the brink of
a new and optimistic era. But for Elsa
Wolcott, deemed too old to marry in a
time when marriage is a woman’s only
option, the future seems bleak. Until the
night she meets Rafe Martinelli and
decides to change the direction of her life.
With her reputation in ruin, there is only
one respectable choice: marriage to a
man she barely knows. By 1934, the
world has changed; millions are out of
work and drought has devastated the
Great Plains. Farmers are fighting to
keep their land and their livelihoods as
crops fail and water dries up and the
earth cracks open. Dust storms roll
relentlessly across the plains. Everything on the Martinelli farm is dying,
including Elsa’s tenuous marriage; each day is a desperate battle against
nature and a fight to keep her children alive. In this uncertain and perilous
time, Elsa―like so many of her neighbors―must make an agonizing choice:
fight for the land she loves or leave it behind and go west, to California, in
search of a better life for her family. The Four Winds is a rich, sweeping
novel that stunningly brings to life the Great Depression and the people who
lived through it―the harsh realities that divided us as a nation and the
enduring battle between the haves and the have-nots. A testament to hope,
resilience, and the strength of the human spirit to survive adversity, The Four
Winds is an indelible portrait of America and the American dream, as seen
through the eyes of one indomitable woman whose courage and sacrifice will
come to define a generation.

ALSO SUGGESTED:

ONLINE USERS: Click on any
book cover image or title to find
it in the library catalog.

Hour of the
Witch
by Chris
Bohjalian
Boston, 1662.
Mary Deerfield is
twenty-four-yearsold. Her skin is
porcelain, her
eyes delft blue,
and in England
she might have
had many suitors.
But here in the
New World, amid this community of saints,
Mary is the second wife of Thomas Deerfield,
a man as cruel as he is powerful. When
Thomas, prone to drunken rage, drives a
three-tined fork into the back of Mary's hand,
she resolves that she must divorce him to
save her life. But in a world where every
neighbor is watching for signs of the devil, a
woman like Mary—a woman who harbors
secret desires and finds it difficult to tolerate
the brazen hypocrisy of so many men in the
colony—soon becomes herself the object of
suspicion and rumor. When tainted objects
are discovered buried in Mary's garden,
when a boy she has treated with herbs and
simples dies, and when their servant girl runs
screaming in fright from her home, Mary
must fight to not only escape her marriage,
but also the gallows. A twisting, tightly plotted
novel of historical suspense from one of our
greatest storytellers, Hour of the Witch is a
timely and terrifying story of socially sanctioned brutality and the original
American witch hunt.

Yellow Wife
by Sadeqa Johnson
Born on a plantation in Charles City,
Virginia, Pheby Delores Brown has lived a
relatively sheltered life. Shielded by her
mother’s position as the estate’s
medicine woman and cherished by the
Master’s sister, she is set apart from the
others on the plantation, belonging to
neither world. She’d been promised
freedom on her eighteenth birthday, but
instead of the idyllic life she imagined with
her true love, Essex Henry, Pheby is
forced to leave the only home she has
ever known. She unexpectedly finds
herself thrust into the bowels of slavery at
the infamous Devil’s Half Acre, a jail in
Richmond, Virginia, where the enslaved are broken, tortured, and sold
every day. There, Pheby is exposed not just to her Jailer’s cruelty but also
to his contradictions. To survive, Pheby will have to outwit him, and she
soon faces the ultimate sacrifice.

Art History Fiction

Ancient & Medieval Worlds Historical Fiction
The Book of Longings
by Sue Monk Kidd

In her mesmerizing fourth work of fiction, Sue
Monk Kidd takes an audacious approach to history
and brings her acclaimed narrative gifts to imagine
the story of a young woman named Ana. Raised in
a wealthy family with ties to the ruler of Galilee,
she is rebellious and ambitious, with a brilliant
mind and a daring spirit. She engages in furtive
scholarly pursuits and writes narratives about
neglected and silenced women. Ana is expected to
marry an older widower, a prospect that horrifies
her. An encounter with eighteen-year-old Jesus
changes everything. Their marriage evolves with
love and conflict, humor and pathos in Nazareth,
where Ana makes a home with Jesus, his
brothers, and their mother, Mary. Ana's pent-up
longings intensify amid the turbulent resistance to
Rome's occupation of Israel, partially led by her
brother, Judas. She is sustained by her fearless
aunt Yaltha, who harbors a compelling secret.
When Ana commits a brazen act that puts her in
peril, she flees to Alexandria, where startling
revelations and greater dangers unfold, and she
finds refuge in unexpected surroundings. Ana determines her fate during a stunning
convergence of events considered among the most impactful in human history. Grounded in
meticulous research and written with a reverential approach to Jesus's life that focuses on
his humanity, The Book of Longings is an inspiring, unforgettable account of one woman's
bold struggle to realize the passion and potential inside her, while living in a time, place and
culture devised to silence her. It is a triumph of storytelling both timely and timeless, from a
masterful writer at the height of her powers. that there are powerful forces at work—both
natural and man-made—threatening to destroy him.

River God by Wilbur Smith

The first book in the epic Egyptian series. 'Fame and
popularity breed envy in high places, and the
adulation of the mob is fickle. they often take as
much pleasure in tearing down the idols that they
have grown tired of, as they did in elevating them in
the first place. It is safer by far to live unseen and
unremarked, as I always attempt to do' An ancient
kingdom. An incredible destiny. Taita is a humble
sale; an expert in art, poetry, medicine, and
engineering, as well as keeping important secrets,
he is the most treasure possession of Lord Intef. Yet
when Intef's beautiful daughter Lostris is married to
the Pharaoh, Taita is commanded to follow her, and
swiftly finds himself deeper than he ever could have
imagined in a world of deception and treachery. But
outside the palace, the great kingdom of Egypt is
divided, and in even greater danger. Enemies
threaten on all sides, and only Taita holds the power to save them all...

Also
Try
These:

Historical Fiction from Around the World
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
This is a transporting novel about a man who is ordered to spend the
rest of his life inside a luxury hotel. Readers are immersed in an
elegantly drawn era with the story of Count Alexander Rostov. In 1922
he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the
count is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel
across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of
erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live
in an attic room while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian
history are unfolding outside the hotel's doors. Unexpectedly, his
reduced circumstances provide him a doorway into a much larger world
of emotional discovery. Brimming with humor, a glittering cast of
characters, and one beautifully rendered scene after another, this
singular novel casts a spell as it relates the count's endeavor to gain a
deeper understanding of what it means to be a man of purpose.

The Lost Apothecary by Sarah Penner
A forgotten history. A secret network of women. A legacy of poison and revenge.
Welcome to the lost apothecary. Hidden in the depths of eighteenth-century London,
a secret apothecary shop caters to an unusual kind of clientele. Women across the
city whisper of a mysterious figure named Nella who sells well-disguised poisons to
use against the oppressive men in their lives. Nella's dark world is no place for her
newest patron, a precocious twelve-year-old girl named Eliza Fanning, but their
unexpected bond sparks a string of consequences that echoes through the centuries.
Two hundred years later, aspiring historian Caroline Parcewell discovers an aged
apothecary vial in the River Thames. As she is newly grappling with the searing
betrayal of her husband's infidelity, a curious research project is exactly the
distraction Caroline needs. But when she discovers a link between the vial and
London's long-unsolved apothecary murders, Caroline's upended present soon
collides with an explosive history, binding her fate to Nella's and Eliza's in a stunning
twist that transcends the barrier of time

The Tournament by Matthew Reilly
The year is 1546, and Suleiman the Magnificent, the feared Sultan of the Ottoman
Empire, issues an invitation to every king in Europe: You are invited to send your finest
player to compete in a chess tournament to determine the champion of the known
world. Thousands converge on Constantinople, including the English court’s champion
and his guide, the esteemed scholar Roger Ascham. Seeing a chance to enlighten the
mind of a student, Ascham brings along Elizabeth Tudor, a brilliant young woman not
yet consumed by royal duties in Henry VIII’s court. Yet on the opening night of the
tournament, a powerful guest of the Sultan is murdered. Soon, barbaric deaths,
diplomatic corruption, and unimaginable depravity—sexual and otherwise—unfold
before Elizabeth’s and Ascham’s eyes. The pair soon realizes that the real chess game
is being played within the court itself, and its most treacherous element is that a
stranger in a strange land is only as safe as her host is gracious.

Also
Try
These:

ONLINE USERS: Click on any
book cover image or title to find
it in the library catalog.

Of Women and
Salt by Gabriela
Garcia
In present-day Miami,
Jeanette is battling addiction.
Daughter of Carmen, a Cuban
immigrant, she is determined
to learn more about her family
history from her reticent
mother ...Jeanette travels to
Cuba to see her grandmother
and reckon with secrets from
the past destined to erupt.
From 19th-century cigar
factories to present-day
detention centers, from Cuba
to Mexico, Gabriela Garcia's Of Women and Salt is a
kaleidoscopic portrait of betrayals—personal and political,
self-inflicted and those done by others—that have shaped
the lives of these extraordinary women. A haunting
meditation on the choices of mothers, the legacy of the
memories they carry, and the tenacity of women who
choose to tell their stories despite those who wish to
silence them, this is more than a diaspora story; it is a
story of America’s most tangled, honest, human roots.

My Name is Red by
Orhan Pamuk
At once a fiendishly devious
mystery, a beguiling love story,
and a brilliant symposium on the
power of art, My Name Is Red is
a transporting tale set amid the
splendor and religious intrigue of
sixteenth-century Istanbul, from
one of the most prominent
contemporary Turkish writers.
The Sultan has commissioned a
cadre of the most acclaimed
artists in the land to create a
great book celebrating the glories
of his realm. Their task: to
illuminate the work in the
European style. But because figurative art can be deemed an
affront to Islam, this commission is a dangerous proposition
indeed. The ruling elite therefore mustn’t know the full scope or
nature of the project, and panic erupts when one of the chosen
miniaturists disappears. The only clue to the mystery–or crime?
–lies in the half-finished illuminations themselves. Part fantasy
and part philosophical puzzle, My Name is Red is a
kaleidoscopic journey to the intersection of art, religion, love,
sex and power.

World War II Historical Fiction
The Kitchen Front by Jennifer Ryan
During World War II, four women
on the home front compete for a
spot hosting a BBC wartime
cookery program and a chance to
better their lives. Two years into
the war, Britain is feeling her
losses; the Nazis have won
battles, the Blitz has destroyed
cities, and U-boats have cut off
the supply of food. In an effort to
help housewives with food
rationing, a BBC radio program
called The Kitchen Front is
putting on a cooking contest--and
the grand prize is a job as the
program's first-ever female
co-host. For four very different
women, winning the contest
presents a crucial chance to
change their lives. For a young
widow, it is a chance to pay off
her husband's debts and keep a roof over her children's heads.
For a kitchen maid, it is a chance to leave servitude and find
freedom. For the lady of the manor, it is a chance to escape
her wealthy husband's increasingly hostile behavior. And, for a
trained chef, it is a chance to challenge the men at the top of
her profession. These four women are giving the competition
their all--even if that sometimes means bending the rules. But
with so much at stake, will the contest that aims to bring the
community together serve only to break it apart? (Based on
true events).

Historical Fiction Sagas
Small World by Jonathan Evison

ONLINE USERS: Click on any book cover
image or title to find it in the library catalog.

Jonathan Evison’s Small World is an epic novel for now. Set against such iconic backdrops as the
California gold rush, the development of the transcontinental railroad, and a speeding train of modernday strangers forced together by fate, it is a grand entertainment that asks big questions. The
characters of Small World connect in the most intriguing and meaningful ways, winning, breaking, and
winning our hearts again. In exploring the passengers’ lives and those of their ancestors more than a
century before, Small World chronicles 170 years of American nation-building from numerous points of
view across place and time. And it does it with a fullhearted, full-throttle pace that asks on the most
human, intimate scale whether it is truly possible to meet, and survive, the choices posed—and
forced—by the age. The result is a historical epic with a Dickensian flair, a grand entertainment that
asks whether our nation has made good on its
promises. It dazzles as its characters come to
connect with one another through time. And it hits home as it probes at
our country’s injustices, big and small, straight through to its deeply
satisfying final words.
Give us a call for more information about

Contact Us

Beasts of a Little
Land by Juhea Kim
In 1917, deep in the snowy
mountains of occupied Korea, an
impoverished local hunter on the
brink of starvation saves a young
Japanese officer from an
attacking tiger. In an instant,
their fates are connected—and
from this encounter unfolds a
saga that spans half a century.
In the aftermath, a young girl
named Jade is sold by her family
to Miss Silver’s courtesan
school, an act of desperation
that will cement her place in the
lowest social status. When she befriends an orphan boy named
JungHo, who scrapes together a living begging on the streets of
Seoul, they form a deep friendship. As they come of age, JungHo
is swept up in the revolutionary fight for independence, and Jade
becomes a sought-after performer with a new romantic prospect
of noble birth. Soon Jade must decide whether she will risk
everything for the one who would do the same for her. From the
perfumed chambers of a courtesan school in Pyongyang to the
glamorous cafes of a modernizing Seoul and the boreal forests of
Manchuria, where battles rage, Juhea Kim’s unforgettable
characters forge their own destinies as they wager their nation’s.
Immersive and elegant, Beasts of a Little Land unveils a world
where friends become enemies, enemies become saviors, heroes
are persecuted, and beasts take many shapes.

these books and other library services and
programs.

Appoquinimink Library

302-378-5588

Bear Library

302-838-3300

Brandywine Hundred Library 302-477-3150
Claymont Library

302-798-4164

Corbit-Calloway Library

302-378-8838

Delaware City Library

302-834-4148

Elsmere Library

302-892-2210

Hockessin Library

302-239-5160

Kirkwood Library

302-995-7663

New Castle Library

302-328-1995

Newark Free Library

302-731-7550

Route 9 Library

302-657-8020

Wilmington Library

302-571-7400

Woodlawn Library

302-571-7425

Visit us on the web at
https://nccde.org/286/Libraries

County Executive Matthew

