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How Y’All Doing? by Leslie Jordan
Viral sensation and Emmy Award-winner Leslie Jordan regales fans with
entertaining stories about the odd, funny, and unforgettable events in his
life in this unmissable essay collection that echoes his droll, irreverent
voice.
When actor Leslie Jordan learned he had “gone viral,” he had no idea what
that meant or how much his life was about to change. On Instagram, his
uproarious videos have entertained millions and have made him a global
celebrity. Now, he brings his bon vivance to the page with this collection of
intimate and sassy essays.
Bursting with color and life, dripping with his puckish Southern charm, How
Y’all Doing? is Leslie doing what Leslie does best: telling stories that make us
laugh and lift our spirits even in the darkest days. Whether he’s writing about
his brush with a group of ruffians in a West Hollywood Starbucks, or an
unexpected phone call from legendary Hollywood start Debbie Reynolds,
Leslie infuses each story with his fresh and saucy humor and pure heart.
How Y’all Doing? is an authentic, warm, and joyful portrait of an American
Sweetheart— a Southern Baptist celebutante, first-rate raconteur, and keen
observer of the odd side of life whose quirky wit rivals the likes of Amy Sedaris,
Jenny Lawson, David Rakoff, and Sarah Vowell.

Music Is History by Questlove
Music Is History combines Questlove’s deep musical expertise with his
curiosity about history, examining America over the past fifty years.

Focusing on the years 1971 to the present, Questlove finds the hidden connections
in the American tapestry, whether investigating how the blaxploitation era reshaped
Black identity or considering the way disco took an assembly-line approach to Black
genius. And these critical inquiries are complemented by his own memories as a
music fan, and the way his appetite for pop culture taught him about America.
A history of the last half-century and an intimate conversation with one of music’s
most influential and original voices, Music Is History is a singular look at
contemporary America.

Trejo: My Life of Crime, Redemption,
and Hollywood by Danny Trejo
On screen, Danny Trejo the actor is a baddie who has been killed at least a hundred times. Off screen, he’s a
hero beloved by recovery communities and obsessed fans alike. But the real Danny Trejo is much more
complicated than the legend. Raised in an abusive home, Danny struggled with heroin addiction and stints in
some of the country’s most notorious state prisons—including San Quentin and Folsom—from an early age,
before starring in such modern classics as Heat, From Dusk till Dawn, and Machete. Now, in this funny, painful,
and suspenseful memoir, Danny takes us through the incredible ups and downs of his life, including meeting
one of the world’s most notorious serial killers in prison and working with legends like Charles Bronson and
Robert De Niro. An honest, unflinching, and “inspirational study in the definition of character” (Kevin Smith,
director and actor), Trejo reveals how he managed the horrors of prison, rebuilt himself after finding sobriety
and spirituality in solitary confinement, and draws inspiration from the adrenaline-fueled robbing heists of his
past for the film roles that made him a household name. He also shares the painful contradictions in his
personal life. Although he speaks everywhere from prison yards to NPR about his past to inspire countless
others on their own road to recovery and redemption, he struggles to help his children with their personal battles
with addiction, and to build relationships that last. Redemptive and painful, poignant and real, Trejo is a portrait
of a magnificent life and an unforgettable and exceptional journey.

The Storyteller by Dave Grohl
So, I've written a book.

Having entertained the idea for years, and even
offered a few questionable opportunities ("It's a
piece of cake! Just do 4 hours of interviews, find
someone else to write it, put your face on the cover,
and voila!") I have decided to write these stories just
as I have always done, in my own hand. The joy
that I have felt from chronicling these tales is not
unlike listening back to a song that I've recorded
and can't wait to share with the world, or reading a
primitive journal entry from a stained notebook, or
even hearing my voice bounce between the Kiss
posters on my wall as a child.
This certainly doesn't mean that I'm quitting my day
job, but it does give me a place to shed a little light
on what it's like to be a kid from
Springfield, Virginia, walking through life while living
out the crazy dreams I had as young
musician. From hitting the road with Scream at 18
years old, to my time in Nirvana and the Foo
Fighters, jamming with Iggy Pop or playing at the Academy Awards or dancing with
AC/DC and the Preservation Hall Jazz Band, drumming for Tom Petty or meeting
Sir Paul McCartney at Royal Albert Hall, bedtime stories with Joan Jett or a chance
meeting with Little Richard, to flying halfway around the world for one epic night
with my daughters…the list goes on. I look forward to focusing the lens through
which I see these memories a little sharper for you with much excitement.

By— by Billie Eilish

Billie Eilish is a phenomenon. With distinctive visual
flare and darkly poignant lyrics that are unparalleled
among music icons of the 21st century, Billie is a
musician who stands out from the crowd. Between her
record-shattering award-winning music and her
uncompromising and unapologetic attitude, it's no
surprise that her fanbase continues to grow by millions month after month. She is that rare combination
of
wildly popular and highly respected for her prodigious
talent, a once in a generation superstar.
Now in this stunning visual narrative journey through
her life, she is ready to share more with her devoted
audience for the first time. This gorgeous book will
capture the essence of Billie inside and out, offering
readers personal glimpses into her childhood, her life
on tour, and more. A must-have for any fan.

Also recommended:

Let Love Rule
by Lenny Kravitz

Let Love Rule is a work of deep reflection.
Lenny Kravitz looks back at his life with candor,
self-scrutiny, and humor. Let Love Rule covers a
vast canvas stretching from Manhattan’s Upper
East Side, Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant, Los
Angeles’s Baldwin Hills and Beverly Hills, and
finally to France, England, and Germany. It’s the
story of a wildly creative kid who, despite tough
struggles at school and extreme tension at
home, finds salvation in music. We see him
grow as a musician and ultimately become a
master songwriter, producer, and performer. We
also see Lenny’s spiritual growth—and the
powerful way in which spirit informs his music.
The cast of characters surrounding Lenny is
extraordinary: his father, Sy, a high-powered
news executive; his mother, Roxie Roker, a
television star; and Lisa Bonet, the young
actress who becomes his muse. The central
character, of course, is Lenny, who, despite his
great aspirational energy, turns down record
deal after record deal until he finds his true
voice. The creation of that voice, the same voice
that is able to declare “Let Love Rule” to an
international audience, is the very heart of this
story.

More Myself: A Journey by Alicia Keys
An intimate, revealing look at one artist’s journey from self-censorship to full
expression

As one of the most celebrated musicians in the world, Alicia Keys has enraptured the
globe with her heartfelt lyrics, extraordinary vocal range, and soul-stirring piano
compositions. Yet away from the spotlight, Alicia has grappled with private
heartache... Since Alicia rose to fame, her public persona has belied a deep personal
truth: she has spent years not fully recognizing or honoring her own worth. After
withholding parts of herself for so long, she is at last exploring the questions that live
at the heart of her story: Who am I, really? And once I discover that truth, how can I
become brave enough to embrace it? More Myself is part autobiography, part
narrative documentary. Alicia’s journey is revealed not only through her own candid
recounting, but also through vivid recollections from those who have walked
alongside her. The result is a 360-degree perspective on Alicia’s path. In More
Myself, Alicia shares her quest for truth—about herself, her past, and her shift from
sacrificing her spirit to celebrating her worth.

Songteller: My Life in Lyrics by Dolly Parton
Dolly Parton, Songteller: My Life in Lyrics is a landmark celebration of the
remarkable life and career of a country music and pop culture legend. As
told by Dolly Parton in her own inimitable words, explore the songs that
have defined her journey. Illustrated throughout with previously
unpublished images from Dolly Parton's personal and business archives.
Mining over 60 years of songwriting, Dolly Parton highlights 175 of her
songs and brings readers behind the lyrics.
•
Packed with never-before-seen photographs and classic memorabilia
• Explores personal stories, candid insights, and myriad memories
behind the songs
Dolly Parton, Songteller: My Life in Lyrics reveals the stories and
memories that have made Dolly a beloved icon across generations,
genders, and social and international boundaries. Containing rare photos
and memorabilia from Parton's archives, this book is a show-stopping
must-have for every Dolly Parton fan.
• Learn the history behind classic Parton songs like "Jolene," "9 to 5," "I Will
Always Love You," and more.
• The perfect gift for Dolly Parton fans (everyone loves Dolly!) as well as
lovers of music history and country.

Odetta: A Life In Music and Protest by Ian Zack
The first in-depth biography of the legendary singer and “Voice of the
Civil Rights Movement,” who combatted racism and prejudice through
her music.

Odetta channeled her anger and despair into some of the most powerful folk music
the world has ever heard. Through her lyrics and iconic persona, Odetta made
lasting political, social, and cultural change.
A leader of the 1960s folk revival, Odetta is one of the most important singers of the
last hundred years. Her music has influenced a huge number of artists over many
decades, including Bob Dylan, Janis Joplin, the Kinks, Jewel, and, more recently,
Rhiannon Giddens and Miley Cyrus.
But Odetta’s importance extends far beyond music. Journalist Ian Zack follows
Odetta from her beginnings in deeply segregated Birmingham, Alabama, to
stardom in San Francisco and New York. Odetta used her fame to bring attention to
the civil rights movement, working alongside Joan Baez, Harry Belafonte, and other
artists. Her opera-trained voice echoed at the 1963 March on Washington and the
Selma to Montgomery march, and she arranged a tour throughout the deeply
segregated South. Her “Freedom Trilogy” songs became rallying cries for protesters
everywhere.
Through interviews with Joan Baez, Harry Belafonte, Judy Collins, Carly Simon, and
many others, Zack brings Odetta back into the spotlight, reminding the world of the
folk music that powered the civil rights movement and continues to influence
generations of musicians today.

Act Like You Got Some Sense
by Jamie Foxx

In this hilarious and heartfelt memoir,
award-winning, multi-talented entertainer
Jamie Foxx shares the story of being raised
by his no-nonsense grandmother, the
glamour and pitfalls of life in Hollywood, and
the lessons he took from both worlds to raise
his two daughters.
Jamie Foxx has won an Academy Award and a
Grammy Award, laughed with sitting presidents,
and partied with the biggest names in hip-hop.
But he is most proud of his role as father to two
very independent young women, Corinne and
Anelise. Jamie might not always know what he’s
doing when it comes to raising girls—especially
when they talk to him about TikTok (PlikPlok?)
and don’t share his enthusiasm for flashy Rolls
Royces—but he does his best to show up for
them every single day.
Luckily, he has a strong example to follow: his beloved late grandmother,
Estelle Marie Talley. Jamie learned everything he knows about parenting
from the fierce woman who raised him: As he puts it, she’s “Madea before
Tyler Perry put on the pumps and the gray wig.”
In Act Like You Got Some Sense—a title inspired by Estelle—Jamie shares
up close and personal stories about the tough love and old-school values he
learned growing up in the small town of Terrell, Texas; his early days trying to
make it in Hollywood; the joys and challenges of achieving stardom; and how
each phase of his life shaped his parenting journey. Hilarious, poignant, and
always brutally honest, this is Jamie Foxx like we’ve never seen him before.

Fearlessly Different
by Mickey Rowe
Growing up, Mickey Rowe was told that he
couldn’t enter the mainstream world. He
was iced out by classmates and
colleagues, infantilized by well-meaning
theatre directors, barred from even earning
a minimum wage. Why? Because he is
autistic. Fearlessly Different: An Autistic
Actor's Journey to Broadway's Biggest
Stage is Mickey Rowe’s story of growing
up autistic and pushing beyond the
restrictions of a special education
classroom to shine on the stage. As an
autistic and legally blind person, living in a
society designed by and for non-disabled
people, it was always made clear to
Mickey the many things he was apparently
incapable of doing. But Mickey did them all
anyway—and he succeeded because of,
not in spite of, his autism. He became the
first autistic actor to play the lead role in
the play The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, landed the title role in
the play Amadeus, co-created the theatre/philanthropy company Arts on the
Waterfront, and founded the National Disability Theatre. Mickey faced untold
obstacles along the way, but his story ends in triumph. Many people feel they are
locked out of the world of autism—that it’s impossible to even begin to
understand. In Fearlessly Different, Mickey guides readers to that world while
also helping those with autism to feel seen and understood. And he shows all
people—autistic and non-autistic alike—that the things that make us different are
often our biggest strengths.

Finding Me
by Viola Davis
In my book, you will meet a little
girl named Viola who ran from
her past until she made a lifechanging decision to stop
running forever.
This is my story, from a crumbling
apartment in Central Falls, Rhode
Island, to the stage in New York
City, and beyond. This is the path I
took to finding my purpose but also
my voice in a world that didn’t
always see me. As I wrote Finding
Me, my eyes were open to the truth
of how our stories are often not
given close examination. We are
forced to reinvent them to fit into a
crazy, competitive, judgmental
world. So I wrote this for anyone
running through life untethered,
desperate and clawing their way
through murky memories, trying to
get to some form of self-love. For
anyone who needs reminding that a
life worth living can only be born
from radical honesty and the
courage to shed facades and be . . .
you.
Finding Me is a deep reflection, a
promise, and a love letter of sorts to
self. My hope is that my story will
inspire you to light up your own life
with creative expression and
rediscover who you were before the
world put a label on you.

Walking With Ghosts
by Gabriel Byrne

A highly anticipated memoir by
Gabriel Byrne, the award-winning
star of over 80 films, Walking with
Ghosts is an exquisite portrait of an
Irish childhood and a remarkable
journey to Hollywood and
Broadway success. As a young boy
growing up in the outskirts of
Dublin, Gabriel Byrne sought
refuge in a world of imagination
among the fields and hills near his
home, at the edge of a rapidly
encroaching city. In his spare time,
he visited the cinema where he
could be alone and yet part of a
crowd. It was here that he could
begin to imagine a life beyond the
grey world of 60s Ireland. He
reveled in the theatre and poetry of
Dublin’s streets, populated by
characters as eccentric and
remarkable as any in fiction, those
who spin a yarn with acuity and wit.
It was a friend who suggested
Byrne join an amateur drama
group, a decision that would
change his life forever and launch
him on an extraordinary forty-year
career in film and theatre. Walking
with Ghosts is by turns hilarious
and heartbreaking as well as a
lyrical homage to the people and
landscapes that ultimately shape
our destinies.

You Got Anything Stronger? by Gabrielle Union
When I released We’re Going to Need
More Wine, the response was so great
people asked when I would do a sequel.
The New York Times even ran a headline
reading “We’re Going to Need More
Gabrielle Union.” Frankly, after being so
open and honest in my writing, I wasn’t
sure there was more of me I was ready to
share. But life happens with all its plot
twists. And new stories demand to be told.
This time, I need to be more vulnerable—
not so much for me, but anyone who feels
alone in what they’re going through. A lot
has changed in four years—I became a
mom and I’m raising two amazing girls. My
husband retired. My career has expanded
so that I have the opportunity to lift up
other voices that need to be heard. But the
world has also shown us that we have a lot we still have to fight for—as
women, as black women, as mothers, as aging women, as human beings, as
friends. For the first time, I truly open up about my surrogacy journey and the
birth of Kaavia James Union Wade. And I take on racist institutions and
practices in the entertainment industry, asking for equality and real
accountability. You Got Anything Stronger? is me at my most vulnerable. I
have recently found true strength in that vulnerability, and I want to share that
power with you here, through this book.

Little Sister:
My Investigation into the
Mysterious Death of
Natalie Wood
by Lana Wood

In this memoir, Lana Wood investigates
the mysterious drowning of her sister, the
actress Natalie Wood, and clears up the
myths and misconceptions behind one of
the most notorious celebrity deaths of our
time. On the night of November 29, 1981,
Natalie Wood disappeared from her yacht,
the Splendour, while visiting Catalina Island
with her husband, Robert “R.J.” Wagner and
their friend, Christopher Walken. The beloved
movie star’s tragic drowning shook America,
inspiring troves of magazine covers and
media pieces. What was originally believed to
be an open-and-shut case of accidental
drowning has been called into question over
the years, and in 2011 the investigation was reopened. In 2018, at the urging of
the public, it was reclassified as “suspicious.” By elucidating previously unknown
complications of Natalie’s life, and offering new evidence from key parties involved
in the investigation, Little Sister recounts Lana’s search for the truth and brings to
light explosive details that have been suppressed for decades. Ranging from the
bonds that hold family together, to inconsistencies in interviews with detectives to
complications with evidence, this story of sisterhood and mystery presents a fresh
perspective on a night that has long been fodder for Hollywood lore.

Nobody Ever Asked Me About The Girls
by Lisa Robinson

An intimate look at the lives of our most celebrated female musicians—and their
challenges with fame—from a legendary music journalist
Over four decades, Lisa Robinson has made a name for herself as a celebrated journalist
in a business long known for its boys’ club mentality. But to Robinson, the female
performers who sat down with her, most often at the peak of their careers, were the true
revelations. Based on conversations with more than forty female artists, Nobody Ever
Asked Me about the Girls is a behind-the-scenes glimpse into the effects of success on
some of music’s most famous women. From Tina Turner, Joni Mitchell, Stevie Nicks,
Donna Summer, Bette Midler, Alanis Morissette and Linda Ronstadt to Mary J. Blige, Lady
Gaga, Jennifer Lopez, Adele, Beyoncé, Rihanna, and numerous others, Robinson reveals
the private obsessions and public distractions that musicians contend with in their pursuit
of stardom. From these interviews emerge candid portraits of how these women—
regardless of genre or decade—deal with image, abuse, love, motherhood, family, sex,
drugs, business, and age. Complete with reflections from Robinson’s own career as a
pioneering female music writer, Nobody Ever Asked Me about the Girls offers an overdue
consideration of how hopes, dreams, and the drive for recognition have propelled our
most beloved female musicians to take the stage and leave an undeniable, lasting musical
mark on the world.

A Little Devil In America
by Hanif Abdurraqib

Hanif Abdurraqib has written a profound
and lasting reflection on how Black
performance is inextricably woven into
the fabric of American culture. Each
moment in every performance he
examines—whether it’s the twenty-seven
seconds in “Gimme Shelter” in which
Merry Clayton wails the words “rape,
murder,” a schoolyard fistfight, a dance
marathon, or the instant in a game of
spades right after the cards are dealt—
has layers of resonance in Black and
white cultures, the politics of American
empire, and Abdurraqib’s own personal
history of love, grief, and performance.
Abdurraqib writes prose brimming with
jubilation and pain. With care and
generosity, he explains the poignancy of
performances big and small, each one
feeling intensely familiar and vital, both
timeless and desperately urgent. Filled with sharp insight, humor, and
heart, A Little Devil in America exalts the Black performance that unfolds in
specific moments in time and space—from midcentury Paris to the moon,
and back down again to a cramped living room in Columbus, Ohio.

Renegades: Born in the
USA by Obama and
Springsteen

Renegades: Born in the USA is a
candid, revealing, and entertaining
dialogue between President Barack
Obama and legendary musician Bruce
Springsteen that explores everything
from their origin stories and careerdefining moments to our country’s
polarized politics and the growing
distance between the American Dream
and the American reality. Filled with
full-color photographs and rare archival material, it is a
compelling and beautifully illustrated portrait of two outsiders—
one Black and one white—looking for a way to connect their
unconventional searches for meaning, identity, and community
with the American story itself.

Contact Us
Give us a call for more information about these
books and other library services and programs.
Appoquinimink Library

302-378-5588

Bear Library

302-838-3300

Brandywine Hundred Library 302-477-3150
Claymont Library

302-798-4164

Corbit-Calloway Library

302-378-8838

Delaware City Library

302-834-4148

Elsmere Library

302-892-2210

Hockessin Library

302-239-5160

Kirkwood Library

302-995-7663

New Castle Library

302-328-1995

Newark Free Library

302-731-7550

Route 9 Library

302-657-8020

Wilmington Library

302-571-7400

Woodlawn Library

302-571-7425
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